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PREACHED 
ITo the Right Honourable the Lord* 


Mayor , _- Court of Aldermen of the 


City of London, at their Anniverſary 


meeting on Eafter Monday «April 165 2. 
"at the WE 8" I 


W HEREIN 


The Quity of the Saints with Chriſt, the : 
Head, and eſpecially with the Church,the Body; 


With the duties thence ariſmo, are endeavoured 
to bee deared. 


Tending to heale our Rents and Diviſions. 


| 


& 


SxupHBN Mans SHAL B. D. ad Miniſter Sf ihe 
_ cone: at rhe. ouncs in Eſſex. | 


i. 


I Cor. I 2.13, 
By one Spirit we are all baptized into one body , aleker we bee 
Jewes or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free , and have been 
ell AGE to drinke into one Spirit. 
Lach. 8.19- 


Therefore love the truth and peace. 
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\ OS QNDOMN, 
— Pantedby R. I. for Stephen Bowtel, atthe Bible in 
Popes-Head-Alley. 16 5 2. 


wereoney TEPPOPECOPEOGD 


ho Ri On tbe, 
COR; i? vs LY OI oe 


% 
pa . : k - _— 


PR - 
# - 


WE " - * ; * _ - l . E Pr. ISA ITEELS2.: 
. n . Rr ang gn — 3% ; "ob. ns I I Oy 
oo BCE Me tel is es An. nt AIC ACA 7 CM RE EE REES. Lante.s + : UNI IOW DLSY Th et onde PEPE CFO CTR A 22 wma ACAIDIDT LVL TE —_ _— NT + A#” 


% 


®- 7 Mg 
» —_— 


, 


RIGHT HONOVRABLE 
Fe - 
Lord Mayor, and Court of Alder- 


men, of. the famous City of 
LONDON. 


t Honourable : 


DIY earneſt deſire to help quench the flames of our- 
Church-diuifions, which threaten deſlrufti- 
oz to 18 all, put me upop the fludy of this 
Theame, when I was called to Preach at your 

late ſolemne Anniuerſary meeting ; the ſame 
deſire hath perſwaded me to yeeld ready obedience to your Or- 
der for the publiſhing of it. I doubt not, but as it was the 
prayer of ozr bleſſed Saviour, That all his Saints mig;3t Iob.17.55 
be one ; ſo zt i the defire of all true Chriſtians, that Jeſus 
«4 Chriſt would make all his to be of one mind,and of oze heart, 
'\ 14d when they cannot be of one minde, yet to be of one heart, 
*na 1 am 16 aſſured, that in his due time he will effe& it ; 
| EE. =. when 


-, The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
when that Ueſſed time is approaching, ſuch Dofrines, as this 
plaine Sermon holds forth, wall be more ſeriouſly ſtudied, and 
more readily imbxaced, then they are at this day. 

If this mite may contribute any thing to it, yea, if it doe 
but provoke divided and ingaged men, to ſearch the $crip. 
tares, whether theſe things here delivered be true, or not, and 
eſpecially,if it occaſion ſome others of his ſervants, who hate 
obtained greater alality, and more leaſure, to ariſe, and put 
their band to this worke of reconciliation, and pacification ; 
T ſhould ther hope, that the Day-flarre of our peace begun to 
appeare ; however, I bave peace in the diſcharge of my duty, 
and humbly commend the healing of all our breaches to him, 
who ts the Prince of peace; to him alſo I commend your ſebves, 
and your great work , and ſubſcribe my ſelfe, 
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Stephen Marſhall. 
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= pat; | The Unity of the Saints with Chriſt, and 
a pacificai. * el pecially among themſelves. 
peace beg — R o M., 12.4.5. | 
of > wr For as we have many members 1n one body , and all members 
bod pole in i endeury encmemtre me nar. 


_ == Har you may the b:tter underſtand the true TarroJuRion 
—_ = WG | ſcope of the Holy Ghoſt in theſe words , it is ſhewing the 

\ - p—_—_ WV neceflary that I carry you a little backe. The OI 490 
(Q&D Bal Apoſtle having inthe eleven firſt Chapters at 5. 

YT þ wr: . - . CxL. 
Wi large opened the DoGtrine of Faith, begins in 


| this twelfch Chapter with the ſecond part of 


ſervice. . 
- Second 
Ne 


the will of G 


4 


ledging it to be a gyyi 
| general. EO 4, 


"Then in the. 5 place he begins more particularly to ſhew 


py 
- 


” 
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Wherein this will off God doth ftand., or whathe hath revealed for 

the dire&ion of higpeople. ' And in the third yerſc he doth pro- 

pound one particadtar rule,to which (becauſe he would haye it take 
Fi. thebetter place Y he makes this Preface, 1 ſay; through the grace, 
 |'z: ebar@ given ms 5 85 Fx ſhould aye laid, 1 propound tas 


T he Hnmty of the Saints with Chriſt, 
which through mercy, I well underſtar,d, to be a moſt excellent and 
neceſſary rule,viz.7 hat every cue wonld be careful to imploy that 
talent which the Lord hath truſted him with , within the com- 
paſſe of his owne line, and place , thereby to be uſefull and pro- 
fitable to the whole , that is the ſcope of thoſe words, That no 
man ſhould thinks more highly of himſelfe, then he onght to 
thinke,but to think ſoberly,according as God hath dealt to every 
man the meaſure of faith, the ſame thing which rhe Apoſtle, 
1 Cor.12.7, meanes by the manifeſtation of the Spirit , which is 
given to every man to profit with all, to be faithfull in the imploy- 
ment-of that talenz, which the Lord hath betruſted him with,and to. 

uſe ic within the bounds of his own line and calling,and not to thruſt . 
himſelfe into- other mens office or worke , which the Apoſtle after- 
ward more fu}ly protecutes verſe 67. 8. Now becauſe ſome .. 
man migh: a little wonder that the Apoſtle ſhould begin with. 
this, as the very firſt duty , which he impoſeth upon Chriſtians, 
that therefore the necefity and weight of ic might the more appear, 
he uferh a moft apt and clegant fimilitude;look: as it is in the naturall 
body of man, the members are very many , take the joynts and 
fnews, nerves, and veines &c. there are abundance of them , and . 
every. one of them is endowed with ſome faculty or. other , and all | 
the. mulcitude of members. doe make but one body , -wherein . 
every member doing its owne office, the whole is nouriſhed , and. 
ſhould they negle&tthe performance of what God in Nature hath . 
intruſted them with , or ſhould not cach-of them keepe to their 
gwne work , this neglect or diſorder would tend to the deſtruction 
of the whote ; evento hath the- Lordappointed and ordered it. in 
the Church of Chriſt, that all the people of God. fcanered through- 
out the world, though their mukitude benot to-be numbred, yer all - 
theſe are all. compaKted by the Lords inſtitution into one body, and 
in this one hody-,” they.are all of -chem not onely members of. Jelus | 
Chriſt the head ,/ but every one of them-members one of annther, 
andoiven gifts and abilities to be imployed by them for. their com-. 
mon good, each:minding another, each bouyd-to helpe one another, | 
and by what every' one is bound in his.-phce to ſupply, the ' whole 
Church;fwhich is the- body-of 'Chniſt) grows up:to perfection, as is . 
mottexcellendy id downe; Epheſiin6,-i 

' Andthus Thaye brought youto my Tex; and openeditbe.gene- 
raltſcope and meaning of It» yiich-yords in-hernſelves doe. con 


raine. 


ard eſpecially among themſelves. 
taine the Unity of the Saints in one body with Chriſt the head, and 
each of them one with another, from which without any more pre= 
amble or interpretation, I propound this one onely Leflon, viz- 
| The whole Church , or the colleftion or aggregation of «ll the The generall 
Saims, are oze bidy in Chriſt, of which body Cbrift is the head, D>Qrine pro- 
and all the Saints are members. | | pcunded. 
Which I will endeavour briefly to explaine, and then come to that » 
branch, which I haye choſen to inſiſt upon this day. 
Know then that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Scripture is ſaid - to ; 
have a twofold body, the one a naturalt body, that body which was 7 S wy 


. . . - » - J 
conceived in the wombe of the Viroin , which was borne into the body. 


world, wherein Chrift hved, which dyed, roſe againe , and is now 

aſcended up into heayen, this naturall body of Chriſt is not the body . 

meant in my Text, | 
But ſecondly , Chriſt hath another body very often mentioned in 4,1 cy»fained 

the Scripture , which is called his myſticall body , or a body in a: : 

myltery : but becauſe that may be looked upon , but as a blinde, 

which eyery man may interpret according to his owne fancy , there- 


fore the Spirit of God hath taught us,thar that colle&tion and aggce- 


_ gation,or the thus gathering together of all the Saints in one,which the 


Scripture cals the body of Chriſt, though it be not his naturall body, 


yer itis to him as his naturall body, and this I pray you to 
marke, and give me leave to prove, becauſe it is the onely founda- 
rion of all the Diſcourſe, that I am this day to make to you ; I ay, 
The Church , when the Scripture cals it the body of Chriſt, is to 
him, 4s his zatarall body, that is, they [tand to Chriſt in the ſame 
retation that the naturall body doth ſtand to the naturall head, and 
Chriſt Rands to them inthe fame relation, that a naturall head doth 
to the natural body ,' and all the members, thatis , all beleevers, 
or Saints, ſtand in the fame relation one to another , as the 
members of a natural body do ftand one to another , this I ſay, 
is the foundation of all, and out of the many Texts which, 
might be alleadged ; to prove it , I ſhall onely: { to this which I And proved 
haye in hand , which faith expreſly: that we are: all one body 9% 9 >crip> 
inChriſt, and eyery one 'members one of another) I mention two Le 
- more,. which are ſo plaine,that he that runnes may read this truth in 
them; one is in the. Cor. 12, Indeed almoſt the whole Chapter 
is a proofe, and antmprovement of this one truth t the-Apoſitle rels 
thenvin the besitining ofrhe Chapter ; chxc there are piyen to the % = + 52+ I23 
anna hn _Y — — th 
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LO Ts The Unity of the Saints with Chriſt, | 
Church, diyerficies of gifts, diverſities of adminiſtrations, -diverſitie 
_ of operations, and all theſe come from the ſame Spirit, and this Spi- 
rit that gives theſe cifts, and adminiſtrations, and operations , hee. 
orves them allto this end, that there might be a profiting of the 
whole :. and preſently ( that you might underſtand his meaning). - 
tels us, that look as it is in the naturall body, there are abundance: of 
members joyned , and every 'one have their ſeverall office for rhe 
ood of all, fo is Chriſt,fauh he ; By Chiiſt, there, he doth nors 
meane Jeſus.Chriſt m his humane nature onely , but Chriſt myſti- 
call-, Chriſt and all. his. members gathered into one 3 and then: 
o0es on in the thirteenth yerſe,and te]s. us, That by one Spirit we are }. 
all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, bond, or free, 
and are all madeto drink into oneSpirit,and ſo,throughout to the end. 
of the Chapter,profecutes the ſame compariſon of Chriſts being as. 
& naturall head to his Church, and all the Saints, as well members to 
Chriſt,and one to another, and the duties which follgw thereupon. 
T he ather place is Epheſ.4.from.12.to 17.in the beginning of the. 


3.10 16, ope- Chapter, he exhorted them earneſtly to live in love, and keepe the 
red andex- unity of. the-Spirit in the bond of peace; to provoke them the bercer- 


gained. 
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to it, he ſhews them yeiſe 4, 5, and6, in how rany things they are. 

on:(of which you ſhall hear more afterward,)Then verſe 7.he addes 

that each of them had received gifts,which were the fruits of Chriſts. 

aſcenſion , all which were given for the converting , edifying, and 
perfecting of the body of Chrift, untill it-attaine unto the. meaſure, 
of the ſtature of the fulneſle of Chriſt, that they all might grow up in- | 
all things into him that. is the heag,even Chriſt, Now that it might. 
appear what kinde of head and body is meant,he preſently fals upon 
this fimilitude of a natural body, verſe 16. From whom the whole, 
body fitly ojned and cempatied to ether, by that mhich every 
joyut ſupplieth according tothe effefinal working in the meaſure. 
of ever) part ,maketh increaſe of the whole body to the edifying of 
it ſelfe inlave.. _ OT. 

" .. -And almoſt parallel to thisis Coloſe 2.19. where the Apoſtle 


4 b 5els us. thar from Chriſt the head , all the boay by Jo) ms and, 


' bands. is kyit together, receives nouriſhment admimſtred,and o. 
increaſeth with the increaſe of God. EO 
' Nothing cap be plaiver , that; looke as it is inthe naturall bodys. 


- . 


the Lord hath fo gaſh it , that what the. head doth for its part , the. 
lives for its part, the. heary for its part , the braine for its BP, 


S 
we *a / 


x TLOY af" , 
3 > +606 | 
” 64 
I . 
pw 
_ = 
: . 


| and eſpecially among themſelves. . - T-. 
and every joynt and (mew for its part, the whole bagly growes: 
up to a full tarure, and all grows up together; ſo hath the Lord or- 
'dained, and caſt it to be in the Church of Chriſt, | 
nind Now this foundation being laid, that though the Church be not Whercinthe 
dancyy Chrifts natural body, it is yet as his naturall body; The great es eh 
r Queftion is, Wherein doth this compariton or reſemblance opera ur 
itand ? TR | a el: | > =) 
Fo that I anſwer firſt, it ts eafie for a man to name many parti- ray, _ 
calars,wherein the compariſon will not hold beewixt the Church 
and a naturall body,and it is as cafie for a man to name many things, 
wherein they are very like one to another ; but we mnt not be wiſe 
beyond the Scripture,nor ftretch it any further then the Lord intends 
it; I humbly conceive that the compariſon lyes properly in theſe two 
things. 
Firſt, That as in the natural bady the members, and every 
member hath a recall union with the head; for its owne part, having 
the ſame ſpirit animating ir that is in the head, and thereby hath a 
communion with, and-dependance.upon the head in all the offices 
that the head ean doe forit ; ſo every particular Chriſtian or mem- 
ber of the Church, hath a "_ difloluble,ſpirituall union, and cons 
jun&ion with the Lord Jeſus Civiſt , having his- Spirit communi 
cared unto them , which 1s the foundation of all their communion, 
the very root and principle of their ſpirituall-life , and which in- 
ables them every one for their part tolive uato Chriſt : that 75 oxe.. 
Secotidly, which is the thing Tintend, that as in the natuffgitbody © 
all the members doe not onely meet in the head , as all the lines doe 
meet ina Center, and are oze there, . though they doe not touch one 
another any where elſe, but they are all by the wonderfull power 
and wiſdome of God ſo contrived , and compacted, and joyned to- 
gether , tnat they haye a reall union one with another.; So in this: 
myſtical and ipirituailbody,all the Saintshave not onely each for his 
owne part a union and conjun&ion with Jeſus Chriſt ,' but alſo a 
xeall union and conjundtion one with another , which is the founda- 
' tion of.many duties,which every. one. ofthem are thereby bound to 
perform one to another;and of many. priviledges, which thereby they - 
- joy with, and by oneanother, as ſhall,God willing, be afterwards . 
- opened unto you. OD | Co Cy 
. . Now this my Text fpeakes as plainly as any man could wiſk; - 
when it: faith, that we being.mmary , thasis, allwe. Chriſtians fd 
| =—_ 


_— . 


' The Unity of the Saints with (hrift, 


_ chattruly beleeye in, and profeſle the name of Chriſt, being very 


many,are all one body in ( brift ; that is, weall meet, and are one 
in him. and that is not all, but we are alſo all of #s members one of 


| another, 


Now the firft of rtheſe,the reall, indifloluble, and fpirituall union, 


that all che people. of Chriſt have with Chriſt their head, is a moſt ! 


divine, cxcellent and receſlary truth , and indeed, is the, foundation, 
and ;rinciple of all our Chriſtian life , and therefore moſt wor- 
thy to be underſtood by all Gods people : But that, not beins the 


The naicn of 2i0e drift ofthe Holy Gholt in this place , I forbeare toſpeake of 
the $1in:s one Af this time, and ſhalltreat onely of the ſecond, and that is the union 
with another, and conjunRionthat is , and ought to be berween all the people of 


Jeius Chrift one with another, they being members one of another; 
and therein ſha!l endeayour firſt to prove and cleare it, and then 
haſten to the application of ir. For the proofe of it, I ſhallnor 
need any other Texts, then thoſe that I have mentioned already, 
that x Co7.13, how fully and clearly doth the Apoltle teach that 
the eye, the hand the foot, and every member are for the good, and 
ule of the whole, and none of them can ſay I haye no need of thee, 
or I haye no need of thee; God haying {o ordered it, that eyery one 


| of them needs one another, and eyery one of them are, and 


7 f 


© ten} f 


mil the meer 
F.4 


gh, Fa 
"ah 


ought to be uletull one to another; yea, that even the moſt 


Oo 


1 Cor. 12, 15, mean and feeble of all the members, are not ondy- of the 


I,$2:14 


. body as well as the reſt , but are neceſſary tothe good of the 


whole, and thole members , which wee are prone to thinke 
lefle honourable , and more uncomely , God hath appointed in this 
"myRticall body, as well as in our naturall bodies to have the more 


honour pur upon then - 


And fo in that other fore-mentioned place , the fourth of the os 


Ephe fiass, where he faith, That the whole body being joyned to- 


cether by that that every joynt [upplicth,&c. there is not. the leaft Wh 


oynr, but ic makes aſ{upply for the edification of the whole. 


To theſe might be added all thoſe places, which. ſpeake of the | 


Church , as one Corporation or body under otherreſemblances, one 


vmme, one houſe, one City; 8c. whereof very many do occur inthe 7 


tboly Scriptures z but all cheſe things will be clearer in my (ubſe- 
_-_ Diſcourſe, wherein for the fuller clearing the doQtrmall pars, 
Tihalls lirrle inffiſt upon-ryo maine queſtions;and then endeayir to 
xe{olve a doubt or two,which may teem © tyeas objeCtions againſt 
the Saints making but one body, © Fiſt, 


and eſpecially among themſelves. 


"Fiſt, If the Saints be one body, &c. it may bee demanded, 
wherein this unity of the Saints ſtands , or what are the things 
wherein all. the members of Chriſt have union one with ano= 
ther? TT 
Secondly , If they be thus all one , what are the bands and liga- 
ments, whereby this vaſt mulcicude are all of them ryed thus firmly 
rooether? | + . | 
For the firſt, If all the Church and people of: Jeſus Chriſt be all - 
really one , one with-another , and bave thereby a communion one 
with another ; the Queſtion is , what are thoſe things wherein they Queſt.r, 
' are thus one ?. OO” 
To which Ianſwer, the particulars are both many and excellent; 
| but becauſe 1 would not-burden your memories, 1 deſire you to- 
turne to, and confider with mee, but one onely Text, which indeed 
E” doth comprehend the ſumme of all that car-be ſaid abour it, and 
enttoned ar thatis Epb.4. verſ.4,5,6- the Apoſile exhorting all the Saints 70 
polile teak — keepe the renityofithe Spirit in the Lond of peace, the better to = kh 95,0. 
for the 200d,y encourage them to it , uſeth} this motive., For there 1s one body, a 
NO need of th ard one ſpirit, and one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
it, that ere oze baptiſme, one God , and Father of all, who us above you all, 
them are \n ana through you all, znd in you all. Now m theſe ſeven Unites are. 
IC Even the af comprehended all ihe things,wherein all the Saints of Chritt are one,: 
not ondy.oh — Cherefore 1 ſhall endeavor briefly to open them. _ 
the- 2ood ({ Firſt , they are all of them one body, that is, all Gods people - 
prone- to a throughout all the world, are bur one incorporation, and there 1s No - 
ppointed ul one of them but. he hathas really a memberfhip in the body of 
; Chriſt, as any-other:of them; as-inan Army, though every one bee 
not an Officer , nor-every Souldier equally valiant , or skilfall, yer 
every one is equally a member' of the Army; and as in a City, or 
Corporation, « eyery. Free-man,though no. Mayor , Alderman ; or 
Maſter ofa Corppany,; 8c. yer is as really a member ofthe City as 
«dy: other; orlook as in «building, it maybe ſome roomes may bee 
taiger, beaucifuller, and ntetuller;-yer.chere: is riot che leaſd ſind, the- 
leaft naile, the keaſt/pin, bur it is as really a part of the building , as. 
the maine poſt that upholds it; So take rhe Church of Chrift, 
which is made up of: the» colleffion ; and- aggregation of all 
Gods people ; there: is noTone of theo, , burhe mayrealy ſay; 
arty 4 yo that houſe; budy;or building of Jefis Clridt; asrealt as. 
iP Hubpocaie a: maniacs pa 


and gfjecial 
Theltnity of the Saints with Chyiſt, © >. Mediator, 
. Secondly, and they all are.one in this, that there is but oe Spi- jd, i” Lords 
it, which I thinke fignifies theſe two things ( for other Scriptures oh hb Lord,by 
__ ,-.-- each meſo to-interpret itz) Firlt, they are all of them animared { he chere M 
}  andled by theſelfe-lame Spirit, that as the members of the body, J® , -raddrefle t0 
| \ *thoughtheybe ( it may be )-many hundreds, yet there is one in-- pre enetin Chri 
©  Jividuallſoule that, arimates them all ; fo in the Church of Chriſt, #* 
all the Saints, every one of them have the ſelfe-ſame Spirit of Jeſus of: 
Chriſt, which is the principle of their life,” and animates every ore 1 
of them ; but that is not all : but by the ſame Spirit, He ſecondly 
meancs, the Spirit, as it is the Adminiſtrator, or. the diſtributor of otly; 
all the gifts of Chriſt, that whatſoever gifts, graces, operations , jet 
adminiftrations are to be found in the whole Church, the {.]Ife-ſame . that be a 
Spirit diſtributes his gifts variouſly, as he pleaſeth, to ſome more, {jt faich ) but t 
and to ſome lefle, yet gives them all to and for the good of the glebj& offaith, th 
whole Church in generall, and for every member in its particular 5 jyaltnc Saints thro 
ſo the Spirit of God himſelfe interprets this, in the firſt of the Co- jg the ſelfe-lame tr 
 rinthianj, and the twelfth, from ver. 4. to 14. There are diver- julod Jeſus Chti 
. ſiies of gifts, but the ſame Spirit, the manifeſtation of the Spirit gheaule this ſeer 
z5 given to every one to profit withall, to one is given a word of efully to cleare it, t 
wiſdome, to another the word of knowledge, to another faith, to embers of Chiilt 
another the gift of healing,&c. bat all theſe worketh that one and wi, incyery Aoe, 
the ſelf ſame Spirit;dividing to every man ſeverally,as he willthat dayof his people, 
7s the ſecond, they are all ane body, and _ naye one Spirit, : winis to be fo 
Thirdly, andthey are all one in this, that they all haye the ſame yen belecving 
hope of their calling ; by hope, there, is not meanc the grace of tho at Clerk 
hope, -whereby we expett and waite for the goad that Chriſt hath ror x76 fone 
purchaſed for us, ' but .chere' it ſignifies the. object. of hove, and | Bo 
therefore is called the hope of o#r calling, Which in other. places is |; 
called the hope ſet before us, and plainly ſignifies that, which the = 
Holy Ghoſt cals the conn ſalvation of all Gods people; the pu 
meaneſt as well as the greateſt have a ſhare in the great things laid 
up in ſtore for them all, which they all aſpire to, and ſeeke after, 
and in the: chd doe all enjoy, whichr.is, the end of their faith and 
hope, the ſalvation of their foules ; there is one God, one Body, \ 
one Spirit, one hope of their calling. =o — = —- Cay into all 
- Fourthly, they bave all ave Lord ; one Lord, what is that? to Wouh where the na 
interpret this aright;. be - pleaſed. to. remember-this one rule, that Krakndamenal D 
where-eyer inthe New Teftament you finde God, arid Loxd, both wa 
mentioned together.to fienific diſtin& Perſons, Lord always ek 
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and eſpecially amang themſelves, 


5 Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, asSin [ Cor « ©. . and other-places, there 1 Cor. 8. Fo 


are Gods many,” and Lords many, but we have but one God that is 
over all, and one Lord, by whom are allthings, and we by him ; fo 
that by one Lord he there meanes, that all the Saints throughout the 
world haye their addrefie to God, only in the name and mediation 


of the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, they have but one Advocaze, one 


Interceſſour , one Mediator berween God and them, and by 
whom alone are communicated to them all the good things, which 


come fcom God. : 
Then fifchly, they have all one faith, there is one Lord, and one 


| Faith; I conceive that there, by faith is not meant the grace of faith, 


( alchough if chat be meant, as I ſhall ſhew you by and by, yet they 
have all ; one faith ) but there, he meanes by faith, the rule, Du- 
&rine, and object of faith, the Doctrine which is beleeved, and fg- 
nifies,that all the Saints throughout the world doe by faith receive, 
and beleeve the {elfe-lame truthes, which oive them an intereſt in 
God,and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and which carry them to ete nel Sal- 
yation ; now becaute this ſeemes a little difficult, I muſt endeayour 
a little more fully to cleare it, then I have done any of the former : I 
ſay, all the members of Chriſt chroughout the world have oze faith ; 
the meaning is, in every Age, and every corner of the World, where 
Chriſt hath any of his people, there are ſome commoa Do&tines, 
wherein Salyation is to be found, in which all Gods people doe 
agree, each of them belecving, and receiying them for his particu- 
lar; for alhough great Clerkes doe know and underſtand many 
truthes, which others are ignorant of; yea, and among the people 
of Chriſt there are great differences, and diviſions in their opinions 
ia many particular things of weight and concernment, yer if you 
ſever the things, wherein they differ one from another, and them 


afide, and gather into one ſymboll or ſumme thoſe great truthes, 


| wherein they all agree, there will be found ſo much truth imbraced 


by all the people of God, which will bring then! all to Salyation, 
being really beleeyed, and anſwered with a holy converſation ; for 
inſtance, looke this day into all the corners of the earth, Eaſt, Weſt, 
North, and South, where the name of Chriſt is knowne and prc- 
fefled; the great fundamental Doftines, which bring Salvation, are 
receivedlby all che members of Chriſt. Truth is, there are in many 
places, damnable Herefies ſuperinduced,which, if.receiyed, the foun- 
TOI HEINE: PE EEE 

| | CGI) 


_ — 


T he Wnity of the Saints with Chriſt, - 


them ſee the danger of them, and abhor them, or elſe in mercy 
keep them ignorantof them, and ſo T doubt not bur iris, eyenin the 
Church of Rome this day ( among whom Chriſt wil have a people 

to be called out from among them, when that Babilorn is to be de- 
froycd ) though their DoGtrine in the profſe ſumme, as ſer forth in 
the Councel of T rent, wil not ſtand with Salyation, yet ſome later 
members of Chriſts Church among them, doe through mercy ſee, 


O 


and ſhun thoſe things which are damnable, or are ignorant of that 


myſtery of iniquity, and place all their hope of Saation in Chriſt 
ajone, and lead their lives in holinefle, according to their meaſure 
of Light received ; the ſumme of all .comes to this 3 -Fhat among 
all Chriſts people in the world, there is imbraced ſo muchtruth, as ** 1 16 pen 
wu —_ | 6 [nalltheſe ſeven 
being accompanied with an an{werable converſation, wil ſave them, ur oe  they'a 
and notwithſtanding the remainders of their miſtakes, errours,. cor- me Ts ebody 
ruptions of judgement about leffer truthes, and practiſe of their - hrige* 


at's is. converſations, we may comfortably tay of them all, as the Apoſtle jic ifs of rlic Sp! 


doth in the fixth of the Galathians, As many as walk accor ding to fire in _ ; 

this rale, peace be upon them, and upon the Iſrael of God. This is —_— 
the fafch thing,that all the Saints 16 eyery corner of the world have oze ehelame voy _ my 
faith : and if allo you would take faith for the grace of faith, ine; USO 


whereby each for their part are #zited to Jetus Chriſt, which faith aleeke to Joy 
allo is the principle of that Life of Grace, which the Saints lead in jibe God of on 
this world, ( for we live by faith ) in this allo all Gods people in tithey have cop: 
Tir, x We world have the ſame faith, which is therefore here called the gi Javel-kinde 
2. P8:, I, 2» faith of G ods elett, and the like precio faith ; {o they are one iMarethe thing 
body, have one Spirit, one hope of their calling, one Lord, one \\nm. 
faith. © - t fend-is, whe 
Then 6ly, and they have all one Baptiſme,which is not to be taken yhvople of Chri 
literally, barely for the Sacrament of waſhing with warer, bur either 
it is taken, as fome interpret it, for the Spiritual part of Bape 
tiſme, which-is their new Birch, the-waſhing away of their fins, and 
the wathiog of themi- with Gods -Spiritz or rather, as 1t: was-the 
cuſtome inthe Fewiſh Charch, to have all their Ordinances Genified 
by circumcifion- ( whence therefore, all who imbraced- the ewes 
Tanner of worſhip, are called the Circamcifion ) becauſe it was the 
firſt Ordinance, and that which: ſealed:them:to all the Teſt ;: ſo 1 
conceive he meanes by Baptilme, ' thatas it-is the irft Ordinance, 
ſo itis here nſed ro expreſſe all Goſpet-inſtimrions, fothar by-one 
Baptiſmehe meanes, that Gods people all haye the ſame Ordi- 
: |  NANCCSz 


&:d eſpecially. among themſeluts. © 
ances ,or meanes for their edification , and RE Þ-in Chriſt. 
. And then laſtly, they have all ue ( od,. and Father of all, who 
is above them all, and throxgh them all , and ini them all , which 
figniftes that they all have one God,which is their Sovereigne Lord 
the Father,of whom originally are all things, and to whem alone, as 
ſupreme, a!l their addreſſes are made in the mediation of Chriſt; 
and in whom alone they all acquieſſe; and reſt,as rieir ſupreme good, 
and laſt end , and is therefore here laid to be above them all, and 
through them all, and in themall ;, above all inregard of his So- 
vereignty, and divine Eminency,throygh them in regard both of his 
providentiall, and gracious adminiſtrations , and iz ther all, in re-. 
oard of his neare relation, and conjun&tion with them in Chriſt his 
Sonne; In all theſc ſeven things all the people of God. throughour 
the world are oxe , they all of them have a ſtate, ſtanding.and mem< 
berſhip inthe ſame body , they all are anointed. by the fame Spirir, 
and all the gifts of rhe Spirit are intended for the good of them all, 
they all have the ſame common ſalvation, . they all have their acceſle 
ro God in the name and mediation of thefame Chriſt, and all doe 
| imbrace the fame common truths , they all live upon the ſame Go- 
ſpel- ordinances, and adminiſtrations, and they ali ſerve, and reve- 
rence, and ſ{eeke to injoy -and reſt in oneſupreme God , who is 0x7 
God, and the-God of oxr Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt , in all 
theſe things they have copartnerſhip, fellowſhip, and are herein,as l 
may ſay, in G avel-kinde. And ler this be for rhe firſt queſtion, 
viz. What are the things, wherein all the Saints and people of 
{ briſt are one. : | LD 
EE: - The ſecond is, what are the bands that doe tye all the | 
ickris not totes Saints, and people of Chriſt thus together ? Surely; it muſt needs be Oueſt. 2 
vith water, buds ſome ſtrange genius of Goyernment, that muſt be able to keepein x31.e hehe 
ritual pat oze {uch inftaice multitudes, fo differing in their languages , in rheir p,nds of this 
way of heirly birth, intheir ſpirits , in their educations, in almoſt all things, Union, 
rather; as 1:-wi# wherein temperature or corruption can make men oppoſite, and con-. 
EA 1 trary one to-another 5 what ſtranve band muſt it be, which can keepe 
all theſe ſo united, that you may predicate all theſe ſeven things of 
every one of them © 2 
| I anſwer, the bands of them are not any politicke tricks of mens 
deviſing ; the Church of - Rome ſaith, it is impoſlible.che Church of 
So 06g Yay in wniey + alot you nbve foe vac 
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T he Hnity of the Saints with Chriſt, 


head, that may have a viſible government overall , and. upon whoſe 


jucgement and decifion,all muſt depend; but we need not look after 
any {uch devices, the bands are of Jeſus Chriſts-own avpointirg and 
viVing, Which are theſe two. Y 

- The furft is, his holy Sprrit givento every one of them, which doth 
not only ſerve,asa band.;to tye them all ro Chriſt their head,bur this: 
{elf-ſame Spirit is intended 'by Chriſt the head to be the band, that. 


houid'rye-chem-all one to-another, and therefore it is (aid, 1 (9) - 


I2-13- 7 hat we are all made to drinke into one Spirit, that as we. * 


are all united into one head, fo we are all made to drink into one 
ſpirit?! conceive 1t thus, The Lord Jeſus being; the quicknirg head of 
all his people, gives the (elfe-ſame ſpirit (which reſides in him with- 
out all meature )and rouring it out in wi at meaſure. he pleafeth upon 
ali his people; This Spirit makes them all to to underſtand his Laws, 
rules, and directions ,. that without any other Teachers ( not exclu= 
ding-the- uſe of his owne Ordinances, but any device or policy of 
men) he makes them alto underſtand what is.the minde of their 
Eord-, - which- are- the duties. impoſed upon them by their 
Eord,and fo inlightning their mindes, and rulirg their hearts, makes 
them conformable to-ail his good pleaſure, and thereby keepes them 
allinthis peace,end unity. one with another. A molt excellent inſtance 


you have of this in Eſa.11- where. the Lord Chriſt is ſpoken of 


firſt, as he is the head, and of him it is ſaid there, that he Fath the 
ſpirit of wiſdome, and the ſpirit of knowledge., and the ſpirit of 


the feare of the Lord, 1911ifying thereby how fitted and inabled he 
3s to the worke, of being head of the Church to verſe 5. then after- 
wards:yerte 6. &Cc, he rels you how all his people ſhall be aflociated 
and jeyned together, that the Wolfe ſhall agree with the Lamb,the 


DO 


Leopard withthe Kid.theCalf,and the young Lion.and a Jittle childe 


| ſhal lead them,the Cow and the Bear,the ſucking child ard the Aſp, 


the weaned childe, and:the Cockatrice none ſhall hurt other, that is, 


ana 10g they came under Chrifts government , were :as 


Lions, - Beares,. and Serpents, onetowards another ſhall now all be adit 
united and live in peace. What ſtrange Dilcipline mult it be,that cap 1 


make Lions,and Lambs, Tigers, and Cockatrices,and.little Kids and 


- Ehildren, agree thus together? the reaſon of -it y inthe ninth 


verſe, All the earth ſhall 'be filled, with the | yowledge of the 


 Eord, thats, that ſpirit of knowledge, which Jeſus Chriſt is;en- 


and 


dowed. with, ſhall be poured out upon allthe Loxds people , 


gener 
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2: eſpecially among themſelves. 

then ſet them be of what nature , or diſpoſition they vill , as this- 

Spirit prevailes, where he doth but informe them,that this or that is 

the minde of Chriſt , this Spirits teaching, will make them all of one 

minde , and all live jn peace thus one withanother: and this is 

the ſame which the Lord eewhere promilſeth both in 1 1. of Ezek, 

and the 36. of Ezeck. I'mill put my ſpirit in them , and cauſe 

them to walke in my Statutes , and keep my Qrdinances, and m}y.x eng. 
Fudgements, and doe them. Now this band of the Spitir of Chriſt, Ezek.36.27;. 
is ſuch a band of union,which none of all the heathen Philoſophers, 

or Lawgivers, ever ſo much as dreamed of : Plato, Lycxrgms, or any 
ofchem,who have framed platformes of Commonwealths,and pro- 

pounded meanes, how all the ſubjects ſhould be keprin concord and 


ace, could never once thinke of fuch a thing as this-is:, but our 


head the Lord Jeſus hath both promiſed and done it, 
| Thenſecondly, there is another band, which is. a fecondaryand , gang, the: 
ſubordinate. band; and that is the grace of /ove, the grace of Chri- grace of love. 
ſtian love, and charity-, which in this place you are not to looke -. 
upon onelyzas a particular grace,a branch of the image of Chriſt, as 
all other ſaving graces are , bur as a grace exaked by Chriſt to this. 
peculiar office, that it ſhould be the band to tye all the Lords 
people in one, and ſo the Scripture faith exprefly of .it. 
The Apoſtle Pax! having opened the conjunction of all the 
Saints in one body, x Cor.1 3. doth in the latter end of the Chap- 
ter exhort them all to labour after the beſt gifts, which might edifie 
the Church;Bxt beho/d(faith he) 1 will ſhew you a more excellent 


4), a more excellent way then what? -why a more excellent way for , 6, "7 


_ edification of the Church, then Apoſtles, Prophets, Paſtors, Tea= and cap.13.. 


chers, Goyernments, helps, take them all ; he would ſhew them an 

excellent way beyond all theſe, what is that ? -the grace of love, 

which he diſcourſes of: throughout the whole thirteenth Chapter, 

and tels you all miracles, all abilities ro-preach , all that it is poſ- 

fble for man to be endowed with, are not,able to doe that good to 

the Church,which the grace of loye doth. Aad the ſame Apoſtle 

Paul (1.3. when he had exhorted. Gods people to ſecke after, . | 

and put on all thoſe graces,wherein the new creature ſtands, Bowels "FH 
of mercy, kindneſſe, humbleneſſe of minde.&c. adds verl.34.. Bui 

above all put on love; why ? "it 1s the band of perfettion , tis the 

perfect band , or the band that perfeRly ryes all Gods people toge- | Fl 
ther... And therefore. our Sayiqur Chriſt in Febe 1 3.34.35. a: ff nel 3: 3485s - 
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r4 T he Unity of the Saints with Chriſt, .trby fights and 
it the Livery of the Church, whereby in all places of the world they kt *1afl the C 
may be knowne to be his Diſciples, even by their loving one ano= i nd aflitions 
Epheſ./4. 15, ther; and therefore allo the Apoſtle in the fourth of the Epheſians, poo, led the Mibira 
veiſ. 16, when he had ſhewed that every joynt contributes, and von ne Church, © 
tupplyes its part towards the building up. of the whole body, con- j5/ 2nd the oth 

cludes it thus 3 by that which every joynt ſupplyeth acccrding ro W909 To 
the effeftnall working in the meaſure of every part, makgth: in-\ © cord 
creaſe of the body unto the building mp of it ſelfe in love, as if ® Per and 

che grace of Loye were the thing that ran through them all, and gave - py 
vigour and ſtrength to them all, in their working one with another, wh winc - $1: Ch 

and one for another, Thus you have heard what the things are, np x 

wherein all the Saints are one, and what the bands are, whereby js db maxe _ 
they are thus united. Now before I proceed to the application, of g, (atbly (0 the mn 
_ neceflity I muſtremoye one great doubt out of the way : it may be jj aled « Loo 6 
3 Q. How ts i (jd, Ifthe Church of Chriſt be but ove Chxrch, whence comes ic, \w/the inviſidie ano 
Ronin _— that we read mention of ſo many Churches, of a Trinmphazr ge ſerenl denomin: 
of EZ har. Charch, anda 2ilitaxt Church, of a viſfble, and an inwifble gleother from the 
ches, ifallare Church, of the Church at Jerzſalem, the Churches of Fudea, yeno Grace,come te 
bur oneChurch the Chyrches of Galatia, the ſeven Charches, all the Churches? yurtwexpound aft 
where the Scripture doth mention ſo many Churches, how are y, akeit thus ; t 

cheſe expreſſions reconciled with this, thatall Gods people arebut gheentrained upu 
__ one Church? Ge d forme of worl 
Anſw, © Tanſwer; Full, it is moſt cleare, that Jeſus Chriſt hath but one jwyna, andthat is c 
myſtical Church, which is his body; the Church of Chriſt is as we ye there is anor] 

lay in Logick, Species ſpecialiſſima, it cannot be ſub- divided into ypqye Church by 

other Churches, if we will ſpeake properly; but though it be but jv c.. Chrifls ; 

oxe Body, one reall individual Church, yet this one Church is ca- ,,. ke Þ { 

pable of ſeveral diſtributions, from ſome properties, or qualities, Rlekah 2000; ry 
or adjun&ts which are found in it, - andthoſe diſtributions, or conſt 1. © PPomted t 
| derations of it, doe, and may in fome ſence obtaine the name of the Tg T & 
Church ; to give you a little taſte, -the Church of Chriſt, though 5 raged, and rank 

it be but one, yet it is ſometime conſidered, diſtributed, or diſtin- \Wngird of this 
ouiſhed according to the 92amner, and the meaſure of the commu-= Fare ations, « 

nion, which the parts and members injoy with their Head, thus ; one as Chute ar 
part ofthis Church injoyes communion with the Head by þ gÞt, and Rb 

not by faich, and the communion, which they have wich Chriſt is Mimenthe My 
perfett, freed from all imperfe&ions, or infirmities, or crofles, in Wade ors werel C 

this reſpe&t theſe members are called the :ri:nmphant Church, A- \Wiitis Hiouts 
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and eſpecially among themfelves. 
faith, and not by fight, and the communion, which it injoyes with 
him is imperfe& inall the Graces, and mingled with corruptions, 
temptations, and affliftions, in reſpe& whereof this part of the 
Church is called the Militant Church, but all theſe are not two 
Churches, but one Church, only one par: of it hath ſhor the Gulfe, 
and is at reſt, and the other is ia another condition here upon 
earth.. | 
Secondly, that part of it which is upon earth, in regard that the 
very life and being of it, and of all the members of ir, tye in #ter- 
all G races, which canzot be ſeen, in that reſpect the. Church of 
Chriſt is called an i»viſib/e Church; but now as the ſame Church. 
and Members doth make an outward profeſſion of their faith, and 
obedience , ſenſibly ro the eyes and eares of others, in thatre- 
ſpe& it is called a vifble Church; but the viſible is not one 
Church, and the inviſible another Church, but meerly the ſame 
Church under ſeveral denominations, the one from their conftitu- 
ting Graces, the other from the external profeſſion of them : hol 
men,who have no Grace,come to be accounted 4 part of the Church, 


P "8 TI hal endeayourto expound afterwards. 
Churches ly, Oc, Thirdly, take it thus ; the ſelfe fame Church of Chriſt at 


Gods Pepe one time hath b2en trained up under one kinde of outward admini-- 
Aa frration, and forme of worſhip and government , one before 
Chriſts Incarnation, and-that is called the Church of the Fewes ; 
fnce Chriſts time there is another Adminiſtration, and thence it 
comes to be called the Church of the Gertiles : bur Fewes and Gen- 
tiles, before and fince Chrifls incarnation, are but one Church ; ſo - 
likewiſe you oy read that Jeſus Chriſt; thoughrhe haye but one 


operties; or quits = Church, yet he hath appointed that the multintde of thoſe, who 
liftributions, an —=profeſſe his Name, for their better diſcipline, inſtru#t ion, and edifi« 
taine the naved® = c.4t50x7, ſhould be ranged, and ranked, and ordered into particular 
aſſemblies; now in regard of this Marſhalling, and Dilciplining of 
them, theſe ſeyerall Aﬀociations, or Congregatiors\make ſo many 

Churches, but theſe Churches are not ſeyerall bodies of Chriſt, bur 

only parts of his ene-body ;as ina great Army,the number of all, who 

I hayeliſtedtheirname inthe Muſter-role, are all under one Gene- 

Wl ral, andallunder ſome general Officers, but yet for their better 

ordering, there is this Brigade, this Regiment, or.that. T roop, or 

that Company; and eyery one of theſe under ſome meaner Ofi-- 

ects, yet Mof theſe taken rogether are all but one Army, fo is it 


In . 


and efpect 


= 
go 


or rather the members of Chriſt in all theſe, taken togerher , doe 
make up that one Church of Chriſt, which is his Body, his Spoxſe, 
his Kingdome, this (ity, his Vinehis Love, his Dove, his T wrt le, 
20- only one of her mother. 
' Now,whether this Church of Chrift,thart is thus one , be autho- 
riſed to meet in her repreſentatives ro make Lawes, and to exerciſe 
'Diſcipline? whether it be the firſt ſubje of the Keyes,whether the 
' government of particular congregations flow from thisChurch to the 
xeſt ? or whether any wayes at all it may doe any judicial , or judi- 
ciary a&t, is a moſt noble queſtion, and much diſputed amongſt 
learned Divines, eſpecially in our latrer age;my hatte doth not allow 
_ medIile with that controyerfie,only thus much I may ſafely 
ert : | 
I That ail the officers,offices, and gifts,that Chriſt gave,when he 
aſcended up into heaven , he gave them all to this Church , and 
they all ſcrye for the governing , edifying , and perfeQiing of this 
Church. — : 
2 AnG as any eyer were , or are converted to Chriſt from the 
world, they are all primarily added to this Church. - 


. 


3 Yea, andal], whether particular Chriſtians,' or members of 
. Chriſtians affociated, all areto aCt, as parts of this Church, and con- 
ſequently ta reference to the good of this whole Church , all having 
ſuch relacion to, and dependance upan this Church,as parts haye to 
the whole , and a (tanding 1n a particular Church-relation doth no 
more taxe off from duties to this great body,which is the great 
Commonmvcalth , thea the Jeyes being ranked under their on 
L Sz 
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and tfpecially amongthemſeluers 
Tribes, or in their particular Cities, were taken off from the du- 
ties, which they owed to the whole Common-wealth of Iſrael, 8c. 
that therefore he who is juſtly ( clave now erate ) excommunica= 
ted, or caſt out of any particular Church, is caſtour from all Chur- 
ches, as he,who is ſhut our of any one Gate of a City, is ſhut ont of 
every ward of that City, yea, out of the whole Ciry it ſelfe. Having 


thus farre deared the Dodrinall part, I now proceed to the applica- Application. 


110n of it, and there are many excellent uſes, whichthis Leflon doth 
afford, I ſhal handle only two at this time, 1. for inſtruction » 


2, For duty. 

Firſt for wnflrudtion, from all this it appeares, that tobe a Mem- 1 Inſtruction. 
ber of the Church of Chriſt,. or the Aflociation of all Gods people Therefore this 
into this one body,is the only deſirable good Fellow{hip,and Society on cf 
in this world belt. You ſhal read of a great many other Fellowſhips, aur ky os 1 
and Co-partnerſhips : you may read inthe firlt of the Proverbs of fellowſhip. 

a fellowthip of Theeves, in ſz. 56. of a company of Drunkards, in Prev. r. 14- 
Pſal. 2, of a Society of Malignants,and abundance of ſeveral compa- B'a. 56. 12- 
nieszand (ocicties of men there are,ſome joyned for pleaſure,ſome for Pſal.2.3. 
profit,and many glory, rule, and take grear content in the fociety,and 
feliowſhip,and fruit rhey enjoy, in thoſe whom they are linked with, 

butah! beloved, when things are rightly viewed it will appeare, 

that the Congregacion, or the Society of the Church of the firſt 

borne, whoſe names are written in Heaven, wherein all the Saints 


of God from the beginning of the world to the end of it, are all joy- 


| nedinone body, all ofchem united to Chriſt, and one to another, 


having the ſame Spirit, the ſame Lord, the ſame hope, all of them 


one in all theſe ſeyen things, which I have opened to you it will, I 


ſay, one day appeare, this is the only defirable ſociety under Hea- 


| ven. Letthem therefore, who are men of other ſocieties, glory as 


much as they pleaſe in their: ſuppoſed good Fellowſhip, when in 
the meane time they are ſtrangers from the Common-wealth of 
Iſrael ; But let .us count our ſelves happy, that we have a 
part and lot in this communion, wherein we ,have Fellowſhip 
uot only one with another, but with the Father, and his Sonne 
Jeſu Chriſt, oO Tk 


1Toh. xr, o; 


_, Secondly,,.it hence allo followes for our inſtruction, That none 2 InftruRion. 
inallthe world are, or ought to be judged Members ofthe Church Th=c<fore none 
of Chriſt, bur only thoſe; that have. the Spirir of Jeſus Chriſt in hers of this 
them, cally Yegenerate , really h oly z really unit e4 to Chriſt the Caurch, but re- 
_ | | D are Head, generate men. 


Ll 


The Unity of the Saints with Chriſt, © 
Head, ' theſe and no other are Members of the Church, which is 
' Chriſts Body, which is a Leſſon of yery oreat uſe. You all know 
there is at this day much diſputing, about what things are requiſxe 
to make men Church-membersz tome very Learned men maintaine, 
That to make a man admittable into Chriſts Church, or to make 
him a Church*member, no more is in the Scripture required, but 
. © only, that he give up his name, and profeſle; that he is willins to 
tearne the wayes of Chriſt, and to walke in them; the Church of 
Chriſt being, ſay they,appointed as a Schoole, to traine Sehollars up, 
into which are admitted not only thoſe, that are Learned, but thoſe 
who are willing to learne, - 
" Others fay, That is too laxe,if you wil owne a man.,as a Church- 
member, he mult be able to give you an acconnt of his faith, and a 
promiſe of a voluntary ſubiettion to the Goſpel of Chrilt for time: 
ro come, andif they come to that, then you may take them. in; 
and owne them, as Church-members. 
Others ſay, You muſt yer g9c further, unleſle you can in the: 
indgement of your owne caarity conceive, that the worke of 
Grace zs really wrenght in their hearts, you are not to owne i 


zihe Prince 3 n0O 
pe i they be not 


qrporation, and 


them, or joyne with chem, ifyou canprobably hope that, then you. jalrelation, Alu 


ER 6 I 
| Others wil goe yer fucther, and ſay, Theſe things are not ſuffi-- gxcofa Bealt, w : 
cient, for, unlefie there be a right admiſſion by Bepriſme, when you rd pould it againe 
make your firſt confeſſion, all the reſt is in vaine, and upon theſe un; melt, and 1 
points we diſpute, till we haye diſputed our ſelves into a thouſand iiihita Leadew An 
Peeces. 1 | -_ mie Man, he is a Cc 
Now Brethren, be pleaſed ro know, that-though there be good: ;hythim then, to p 
uſe of theſe debates, to dire& us te know the perſons, with whom. Ken Proteſtant 
we may exerciſe the acts of communion in the wayes and worſhip- 
of Chriſt, yet none of all theſe riſe W to prove a manto be a 
Member of the Church of Jeſus Chriſt; there are indeed fignes 
and rules, that may:teach us, with whotn we may joyne in yihible 
and external Fehowlhip, -and whom we may reje&, or caft our, if 
they be taken in; battheſe are not:rules to-make us. know, who are: 
'_ __ reall Members of the Church of Chriſt ; indeed as the Church is. 
denqminated-from ſome external things, theſe-rules. dire us to- 


'}-.c: Judvr with whior; and to. when we naiy. communicate in-rhoſe 
ve extertialihings-, burtheſe are dearly. two- Diſtin&t queſtions, "at h 
whom we may june in viſible and external communion, and who. 

” F | are. 
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@nd eſpecially amoxe themſelves. - 

are truly Members of this Charch of C hriſt ; Of the latter there 
is but one note, and that is, if they be uniced co.Chriſt the Head, 
have the quickning Spirit of Chriſt in them, and the grace of Love 
wrought in then, whichnote is inviſible, and not external, and can 
be knowne only in our owne Confdiences; if this be wanting, let 
men carry themlelyes never ſo wel, fo that all the people of Chriſt 
under heayen ſhould owne them, yet Jeſus Chriſt ownes them not, 
and you may truly fay, that all they, who have not communion 
with God the Father, and the Lerd Jeſtes, and his holy Spirit, 
haye no reall communion with the Saints; therefore let no man 
reſt, or pride himſelfe in being joyned in this, or that Church-fellow- 
ſhip, a carnal, or unconverted man, whatloever his ourward ſhape 
or mould be in his proferlion, that man for his Spiritual Randing be- 
longs to another Corporation. * 

There are two great Spiritual corporations,the one is,that whereof 
Chriſt is the Head ; the other is, the corporation of Hel, whereof 
the Devil is the Prince; now all men, let them be of what Pro- 
feſſion they wil, if they be not under Chri(t the Head, chey belong 
to another corporation, and their external viſible profeſſion alcers nec 
their Spiritual relation. Alump of Lead, whillt ic is in the lump, 
itis a lump of baſe Metall, called Lead, melt this, and mould ic 
into the forme of a Beaſt, what is it then? itis buta /eadex Bealt ; 
melt it, and mould it againe into the forme of a man, it is but a 
Leadex man; melt ir, and mould it againe, into the forme of an 
Angel, it is buta Leader Angel : So I tay, take a carnal Man, an 
unregenerate Man, he is a carnal man, whillt he profefſeth no Reli- 
gion ; ſuppoſe him then, to profeſle himſclfe a Proteſtant at laroe, 
he is but a carzall Proteſtant ; ſuppoſe him next, to joyne him- 
ſelfe into ſome Church Order, let him joyne with thoſe that are cal- 
led of the Presbyterian way, he is a carnall Presbyterian. Take 
him oft from that, put him into the Congregational way, what is 
he then? a carzall congregational man ; joyne him next if you wil, 
to thoſe, who deny our Baptiſme, he is then but a carzall Anabap- 
cift, he is til a carnal, an ungodly man, belonging to the corporati- 
on of Satan , whatever his out-fide be; and know yee all for cerraine, 


that no Baſtard, no Gibeonite, no Hypocrite, no man unconyverted, 


what gifts ſoever he may.haye, whas reputation ſoever he may have 
amongſt men, he is #0 werber of the Church of C brift, vileſle 


8s Spujr of Chuiſt be in him, 1 ſay therefore againe, beare not your 


D 2 (elves 
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|  Thellnity of the Saints with Chriſt; 
{cIves roo much upon your viſible Church-ſtanding, as teo many 
doe; beleeve it, irvan eafie thing for the children of the world to put 
on an outward forme of Church-communion :but O ! how hard is it 
to become a new creature, to refigne up it ſelfe wholly to Jeſus 
Chrift, and the puidarce of his holy Spirit ? and I preſſe this the 
more upon this account allo, viz. were this well anderfioodzi: would 
latisfie, and core the miſtake of many, who thinke, that there are the 
ſame rules to direX us, with whom we muſt exerciſe our external 
communion, as there is to judge- with whom Jeſus Chriſt exerciſes his 
communion; no,no; we may Exerciſe outward as of communi- 
on, by the appointment of God, with thoſe unto whom Fetus Chriſt 
never communicates himſelfe, nor his Spirit. Fn 
3- Inſtrufticn. Thirdly, ore inſtruRtion more, which I doe but name from all 
Theretore the thjs, Thatthe Chuich of Chriſt is but one Body : it followes plain- vas. Violating. 0 
moſt uſefull 1 Po | Y P alu, V101TTH Sg. 
Chriſtians are 1y» ehat:theretore amongall the great multitudes of the Members of wiiabe among 
| the moſt no- the Church, they are the honowrableſt; and nobieſt Members, who OO. 
& members, are molt uſeful forthe common good-of the Church, as it is in a «ading.or breaki 
Natural body, the Liver that- makes bloud for all the body; the Dn 1 ad} 
heart, that makes ivirits for all the body ; the Stomach, that di- brvigys 4hack 
veſts meat for all the body ; and the Eye, which ſees for the whole 2: OH Fw 
body, &c. theſe-are courted the nobleſt, and excellentefd : So a- _ (2s nk 
mong all Chriſtiars, the man, or men, who- are moſt uſeful, beſt tare breaking 0 
ficted for uſe, and laid out for uſe, theſe wil one day be found,. and ldeChurch, of fre 
acknow.edced'the honourableſt Memte s of the Church of Chrift, En; | ay, the C 
what efteeme ſoever the world hath of them. - Ttthe very 1ntrir 
2: Uſz forex- Bur the maine uſe, which T'purpole, and which indeed we moſt ling appointed : 
hcrration. need, is tro {ew what duties doe ariſe from this unity of rhe Saints =Wtzhut becauſe 
1 Therefore jn one body, and: they are two, which the Apoſtle Paz! layes kitio pdge of.there 
"Ms any be downe, in the firft of the Corinthians, the twelfth chap, verl. 25: , 20erpino , or Wi 
Ws ch, when he had ſhewed, bow the Lord had framed all his people ico WabChift 
3, Cor, 12, 25. = body z- he then tels.us, to what end and- purpoſe all this was b 
done, VIZz.. od x | rh 
© Firſt, That there ſhould be no ſchiſme in the body, 
' Secondly, That therefore all the members ought to have the 
like care one of another. | 
The firſt of theſe I purpoſe withthe Lords affiſtance to ſpeake 
ſomewhat to atthistime, becauſe all the Charch, the Saints, the 
people of God in all the world are but one body, therefore yems 
4d diviſions are maſt unnatural, and- deſtrutFive-to-it. 1 hope 
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ard eſpecially among themſelves. 
you wil all judge ir a neceſſary,and ſeaſonableTheam,ir being almoſt 
our epidemical diſeaſe , we heing ren: and torne intg multitudes of 
ſes and diviſions, which this dotine of the unity of the Church. 
of Chriſt doth utterly condemane, and therefore though I know it 1s. 
an urpleaſing ſubje&, and poſſibly many may give me ſimall 


thanks for it, yer truly I durſtnot ( being called to this place) but. 


cat in my mite towards the- healing of this wofull diſtemper ;: 


and three chinzs I ſhall endeavour to cleare abour it : 

Firft, Whar Schiſme is, and what is the nature of it. 

Secondly, the preatnefle of it, what a horrible (inne it-is 7. 

And thirdly, and principally, I will labour to ſhew you, who they: 
are,that are guilty of it.. 

For the fuſt, whar it is , Trs uſually defined'to bea rafh or un- 
juſt ſeparation in matters of Relizion, but I would rather cefcribe ic 
to be a renting, violating, diſſolving, or hreaking of that unity, 
which ought to. be among ft. Chriſtians, or among. all the Saints of 
Chriſt. 


And.this reading.or breaking of this. union- properly [yes in two 


things; one is i»ward, and that is diſſolving or breaking the band, 
or bands,which the Lord hath given to tye them all rogether, which 
band on our part, (as you have heard before) is the grace of love, 
and therefore the breaking off- of love among Chriftians., whether 


it be from-allthe Church, or from-a part:cular Church, yea, or from 


a particular man ; 1 fay, the diflolving or breaking of this ſpiricualt 


band , hath in it the yery intrinfecal nature of the finne of Schiſme, 


the Lord having appointed that. grace tobe the band to tye his 
por together. but becauſe the inward band is invifible,and there- 
fore not.eafie to judge of, therefore there is-a ſecond thino in Schilme 


O 


and thatis , a denying , or withdrawing from the exerciſe of thoſe 


things, which Chrift hath given, as-the /5-obols or pledges of love 


amongſt his people, as converling together , praying together, 


hearing together, confe rring together, recciving Sacraments, and the 


like together ; the withdrawing from theſe, or the denying of thele, 
- etherwile then- Jeſus Chriſt due&s.in his-word. Theſe things are 
_  vifible,and thereforeDivines uſeto appropriate the name of Schiſme 
to ſuch withdrawing, or denyings, which indeed are. but the fruits 


of the other =: for the diſlolying of the band of love, is the root 


of the diſeaſe, and the denying of the expreſſions,and exerciſe of love 
axe the bitxer fruits growing from that eyill xoor ;_ So then, he, ar 


D. 3 __- hey: 


What Schiſmz: 
IS. 


Thellnity of the Saints with (rift, 
' they,who ever they are.that doe deny ro exerciſe, or withdraw frem 
-the exerciſe of thoſe things,which Jeſus Chriſt hath made to bee 
both duties , and pledges of love among his-people , are truly and 
properly guilty of the finne of Schiſme 3' rhe nature of this (inne of 
Schiſihe, Wig properly in this, that it is againſt Chriſt;an /ove; and 
hereby allo you may learne the difference between Herefie and 
Schiſme ; Hereſie is a falſe opinion, which deſtroyes faith , but 
Schiſme is either an opinion or praCtice againſt charity. The firſt 
of them which is againft faith , tends to read off from Chriſt the 
head. The ſecond which is againſt love ,. tends to the rending off 
from the body ; This for the nature of ir. 
» The greax- Inthenext place, let us conſider the greatneſle of this fin, and the 
neſſe of the fin rather, becauſe in truth, the name and charge is growne ſo common 
of Schilme. amongſt us , ( as formerly the name of Puritan was ) that many 
make no account of it, whether they be charged juſtly , or unjuſtly 
with itz but: who ever conſiders ct it, according to the ſeoſe of the 
Scripture , will finde that the fine of Schiſme is a moſt hainous 
finne ; The greatnefſe of it not eaffly ſer forth in words , whether 
you conſider it in thenature of it, or the effetts of it. In' | 


In the nature I The nature of it; ir's contraiy to one of the hioheſt ends of 


ofit,  . Chriftsgreat undertaking, which is, that all his people ſhould bee 
Eph.1.10. One, he dyed co that end, to make them one with himlelfe , and one 
Ioh.17,2xz. with one onother , he begged it of- his Father,thar they ſhoftd bee 
one ;- now this finne tends to fruſtrate this great defigne of Jeſus 

Chriſt. 
And ſecondly, Tt is contrary to all the Commandements of 
- Chriſt, for allthe Commands, which he hath ay to his people for 


: the ordering of their converſation, himlſelfe tels us, Thatthe exd of 
1 Tim. 1.5- D 


the Commandement ts love; 2 If we conſider the effeCts of it. they 
are moſt dreadfull and milchieyous : 


2 Intbe For fir{t,it is wonderful.y diſhonourable to JeſusChriſt;for whereas 
eftQscf it. he holds out to all che world,rhat his people are ove howſe,one body, 
| ene city,which is at unity, compacted together,8c.this is a publick 
confutarion of it , makes Jeruſalem appeare as a Babel ,a C ity of 

confuſion , a Kingdome divided , wherein is nothing but diſor- 

ders, and tamults, andthe like, - 

And as it is diſhonourable to Chriſt , ſo it wonderfully hinders 

and deſtroyes the ed:fication of the Church, both the edification 

of them,who make the Schiſme , andthe edification of them;from 

” Crore 


© and eſpecially among themſelves, 
whom the rent is made, depriving them of thar ſpirituall good they. - 
might,and ſhould receive and ſupply from , and to one another; for 
though Jeſns Ch.iſt the head, be the onely fountaine of our ſpirirual 
life , yetitis as true that Chriſts uſuall way of exercifing, ſtrength-- 
ning; increaſing, and perfeRing it, isin the fellowſhip of the body, 
that by mhat every joynt ſupplyes , the whole may be increaſed; 
fo that if we weigh it ſeriouſly, we muſt conclude, That as nothing Eph 416. 
within the bounds of the Church more argues a conformity to the 
ſpirit of theGoſpel,then the Rudy of unity,peace and conco:rd,fo few 
things more argue an o— to Chriſts worke , and. his peoples 
good, then this ſpirit of diviſ1on. | | 
But the third1s,the greatelt queſtion , who are guilty of it ? and , Who are 
before I enter upon this diſcovery.give me leave to premiſe this,that guiiry of ut. 
in our dayes it is inthis point of Schiſme,as it was of old in the prt- 
mitive Church in the firſt point of Herefie , what opinions the An- 
cients wotild make odious , they would brand with the name of 
Herefie , and thereby ſometimes very truths of Chriſt were con- 
demned,as Herefies 3 fo it is at this day in the point of Schiſme, the 
Papiſts cry downe all, who profeſle Chriſtianity through the whole 
| world as Schiſmaticks , who joyn not with, and ſubject not unto-the 
bY POR ſaille Church of Rowe. The Prelatical party uſually account all Schiſma- who are puilty 
ic himmlelfe, me ticks who are not under the C hurch-government of Biſhops ; come of the ſin of 
gthar they ball among them who are for the Presbyrery , many of them call all Scliilmc. _ 
eat defione || Schiſmaticks, who Joyne in any other way,the Congregational men, | 
(as they arecalled,) have the ſame eſteem of them who depart- 
Commands: from them, and goe into another way ; I premiſe this , onely for 
Iven to his this end,that you may hence conclude, that doubtlefle ſometimes the 


ls us, Thettvali name is | qt it ſhould not be g'yen, | 


r the effehoiut Now 
_. aan? : 
efusChrit;ervin eAnſw. Truly with forrowT mult reply , itis a hard thing te Anſw. 1. 
re ove hey ſay in our fad dayes who js not ouilty , as in Commonwealths, In _e 

r,&ec:this 21h Whiere the bands arid finewes of Civil goyernment are cur alunder, & Poſt Chriſti- 
no conjuntion or aflociating of a people into or under government; ca Tag Cay m 

Politicians ſay that in ſuch runes, Every 747 1 at warre with every OE re 

man, every mans aneneny to every.man.; . {o the Lord for our 

fanes hath pouted chis evill upon us, thavwe lye in confuſion, almoſt 

every man is divided from every man , and fo deepe hath the ma- 

kdy taken root. that many are in loye with it, and like their _ di- 

: V1J1ONS;: 


et us. returne to our Queſtion , #ho they are that ave 


"24 The Unity of the Samts with Chrift, 
wifions; and as it is in popular tumults, zo» 72: will here any man, Ji 
bur till the confuſed noiſe goes on; fo in truth is it with us; we are hs 
not willing to heare of agreement, he is 'almoſt an enemy, who he Os 
would labour a pacification or reconciliation, The Lord have jolt 
mercy upon us, our diviſions are very great and ſad; bur as a general 


declaiming aoainſt finne, never converted a rnan from ſinne untill he \Clplep | 0 
be convinced that himlelfe be guilty of this or that fin ; ſo my dedai= , jwea 


ming againſt Schiſine in general willnot heal it,untill I diſcover more 
particularly, who they are that are guilty of it. And to this 1 anſwer 
This opened firtt negatively,all departure,ſeparation.,and denying to joyn in Ordi- 
more particu- Nances from {ome,fuch as call themſelyes Chriſtians, is not Schiſme 
larly. the Ifraclites ſeparationfrom Feroboams Calves was no Schiſme, 
Negatively, jFrhe faith of a people be heretical, or their worſhip be Idolatrams: 
rhthy + Y the Lord bids his ſervants come out from ſuch a people. 
lixcharens — 1 adde further, that although the faith of a Church be ſound, and 
Schiſmaticks, the worſhip pure for the ſubſtance, yet if that Church or Company, 
Who ſeparate wil prefle ſome ſuch things,which others cannot praQtice without fin, 
: Lbs Here- and which unleſſe they will practice ( though againſt their con- 
rices or 0" ſciences) they mult be under intolerable perſecution , as loſſe of 


Oc ſrom per= Rate, life, &c. or {pirituall anathemarifmes, unjuſt excommunicati- 


ſecu:0:s. ons, or the like, to withdraw from ſuch a people (provided thac ſill. 


they will retaine thoſe truths which are held by that perfecuting 
Church , and be ready to perform what Chriſtian duty of. love lyes 
ia their power toward them )this withdrawing is no Schiſme;it is no 
more then Chriſt and his Diſciples did to the Church of Fer«ſalene, 
and ne morethenthe Lord hath bid his people doe , when they are 
SOOT Trn "0 perſecuted in one place,to withdraw and flye to another, | 
de ps m 2 I anſwer poſitively they who are guilty of the finne of Schiſme 
principles of may be reduced under two heads : | 
an erconcos Some are guilty of Schilme from their principles of judgement; 
jadgement. . their oririciples of 'Jadsement carry them to the praCtice of that 
Lhe ay _ which is a rending of the Church. Dp 
ph: "a O:hers , though their principles of judgement be right , yet are 
Schiſmaricks Schiſmarical , through principles of a corrupt heart and ſpirit ; I 
from corrupt ſhall ſpeake to both cheſe, bur principally to the firſt ſort. - 
ja4gement are Firſt , allthey whole erroneous 5d 

tical (as I conceive) may all be'brought to theſe foure,  - --; .' 


Independents Firſt, Independency properly ſo called, is one of the hizheſt prin- 


gements make them Schiſma- 


#xdd, wy furrher t 
yikrome ſafety, 
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any boke upon (6 
ytemſelyes, and 
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Peg? © ciples of Schilimeall ſuch Chriſtians, wherher they be ſingle perſons. | 


LY 
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and efpecially among themſelves. : 
or aſſociated bodies, yea, though all the Chriſtians ina N ution,aflo= 
ciated-into a body, doe looke. upon themlelyes as abſolute, and ins 
dependent from the reſt of the Church of Chriſt, 'with whom the 
reſt of the Chucch of Chrilt hath nothing to doc ;* this I ſay, is one 
of the higheſt principles of Schiſme in the world : but doe not mi- 
ike me, I know there. are ſome: called,: and. branded with the 
name of Independency, who profeſſe they abhor both the name and 


thing, I meane ſuch, as conceive chat a particular Church. hath all _ 


power in it [clfe, and that no other aſſembly can authoritgrively call 
them to an account, ſo as to diflolye their ſentences, or excommu- 
zicate them , becauſe they. conceive, that the government. of the | 
Church is not placed in Synods, or in any other Aſſembſy,chen that 
of a particular Congregation ;yet readily acknowledge that them- 
felyes are but pare of the Church, and that, if upon brotherly coun- 
ſell given by other Churches, they reforme not, they may and 
eughe to be countable tothe Church in the way of Chriſt, to with- 
draw from all Chriſtian communion with them: whether their way 
of being countable be righr or no, I diſpute not, only I (ay, this is 
not the Independency here intended 3. but I meane any man, or 
company of men, who looke upon themſelves, as an intire Civil 
State, or Common-wealth lookes upon it felfe, how {mall toeyer it 
be (as in /taly, there are [ome ſuch; which containe not aboye one 
City or two ) yec they count all the world hath nothing to doe with 
them, nor are they to be countable to any other State, no not to the 
whole world, any furcher then their owae intereſt carries them, ci, 
ther for their owne ſafety, or as they make uſe of them ; this is true 

State independency 3.{o is it here when any perſons,or: company of 
Chriſtians looke upon themſelves, as roturm quid ſeorbm , as 
men by themlſelyes, and in their intentions, carry not chemſelyes 

as Parts of the. great- COmmon-wealch, accounting it thing little 

or ; nothing muteriall , ſo they profeſle the: Name, - and faith of 
Chyil, and ſerve him, whether they doe. ig-in the communion of = 
the Catholick Church, or out of it, as if they. were mor; perlons con- 
tained within the. whole, or part of the ſame Common-wealth , 
this, I ay, ho high and deep Schiſme - the yery nature of Chriſt 
Church, beiag one Bady,requires,that whateyer-any intelleRiye pere 
ſons, or Chriſtians doe in matrers.of Religion, t54ching,' or. being 
raught, praying, faſting, Almeſ: giving.in word, and Sacraments, 
yea,in ogleeving, loving, hoping, Ges ſhould all be done jntentios 


E nally 


The RAnity of the Saints with Chriſf, | 
nally with relation to, and communion with the whole Church of 
Chriſt ; this firſt principle lyes deep rooted, many live by it, though 
few wil owne it. = | ; 
2. Allwhore- 2. Others are deeply ſchiſmatical from principles of judoement, 
q_ jo who are (o farre in loye with rheir owne conltitution, or way of Afſ- 
becauſe no: of fociation inro Church-Order; that they condemme all the other 
their owne Aſſemblies throughour. the world, as no Churches of Chriſt, be- 
raanner of con- caufe they be not modelled and moulded according to the Pht-form 
Kirution, of their owne particular Church-order, and affociation, I doe not 
deny, bur it is poſſible that ſome of Gods people may have ſome 
ſuch great miſtakes lye upon them, that they cannot poſſibly joyne 
in all Chriffan ordinances with any congregation inthe world :as the little is to be fo 
converted Chriftian Jewes, while they were under that apprehen- wmunion of Saints 
fion; that no man ought to be owned, but he that was circumciſed ; T ygaaraied up or 
fay, as lons as that errour poſleſt them, they could never pytie in all gher furdament al 
Ordinances with the reft of the CG emti/es; and how farte the reſt {ittnot but one d: 
of the people of God ſhould beare with ſuch, that-notwithſtanding 1gſubſiantial fai 
errout's, and others comfhiifiion with: them, and till owne them as wiftmanner of 
Chriſts ſervants, is. a thing worth the ſtudying, but certainly the git in an Arm 
principle it {elfe is moſt deftruRtive to the unity of the Church. To whe preſto ſe 
refraine fellowſhip and conirnunion with ſuch Churches, or Com- gs ſhovld he 
panies, who profefſe Chriſt their Lord, whoſe faith is ſound, whoſe kids Army-ſhou 
worſhip 1s Goſpel-worſhip, whoſe lives ate holy, unlefle they wil. tnelin, cir Ger - 
come into that very particular way of Chutch order, which they joe 
| have pitched upon, is a dreadful renting of the Church of Chriſt to , Modes "Y 
peeces; for ifallChriſts peopk in the world are one body, and alt ps COURTS, as 
thereby bound to have eotnimimioh one with: another; then cettainly 
that principle,which feceffitates men to-caſt off (it may be)nine hiin- 
Ured ninety rine parts of a thouſand, mult needs be dangeroits, arid: 
Of which the Schiſtnatical.; of this nohe ate fo outilty, as the Church of Remey 
Papiſts are moſt ho citcumſcribe the Church of Ghriſt within the precin& of theRog-= 
guilty. Sie Tinſdiation, inf aft off all Chriſtians; xnd all Chirehts'in, 
the Batt, Welt, Noth, 4tid South; yes, caſt chein'off from-all hope 
of Salvation, Who-{ubje& not thertiſelyss to-theit way. 2. Nor can 
our ripid Sepetati(ts BE any wayes 'tacufſed, who ttoſure and core 
&emnne alt orher Chiitches, Whatever tha faith, worſhip; arid evh— 
yerfatiof be; micetly becauſe this ib6246% cathered into Chiuch-vr-: 
dit, aeboiding to their -owne patterns, Fhis. 10 ſtrit bounding ef 
vat chiltian coltutinnien By otityate Wines; I humbly — rye 
| a&-t 


&nd eſpecially among themſelues. | | 
hathbeen agreat, and almoſt gener al faulc among the Churches of 
Europe ever fince the Reformation: in-ſome Churches, the large 


forme ofthe confeſſion of their faith is made the Shibbolerh.,with- 


out owning, and ſublcribing to this, without abating of a :tittle, no 


' communion to be injoyed ; in other Churches, without conforming 


| out ſubmitting to their forme of ( 
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wil j# They are ignorant, 


to their ſormes of Prajers, Rites, and Ceremonies in adminiltra- 
tion of the Sacraments,no communion to be injoyed; inothers with- 
harch-goverament, no com- 
munion; and with cheſe, of whom I now [peake, without (ubmitting 
to their manner and forme of gathering into Church-fellowſhip 
none-to be owred, or acknowledged to be Churches of Chriſt: but 
alas! how little is to be found in Scripture to bound our fellowſhip 
and communion of Saints by any of theſe — ? Inthe Scripture, 
Churches are cried up or downe, commended and blamed, accor- 
ding as their fundamental faith was ſound, and their lives holy; 
and I doubt not but one day, we ſhal all judge thoſe Churches the 
beft, whoſe ſubſtantial faith is ſoundeft, and lives molt holy, whe- 
ther their firft manner of gathering were every way regular or not. 
Suppoſe that in an Army, the Lawes of that Army were, That 
noneſhould be preſt to ſerve, but allto come in as Y alxxteers, that 
their-Officers ſhould be ſo and ſo choſen, and qualified ; now 
ſuppoſe inthis Army-ſhould be found ſome Souldiers, who at firſt 
-were forced in, or Officers, who came corruptly by their places ; 
{uppoſe whole Troops, or Companies of theſe, who yet being in, 
proye as good Souldiers, as faithfell,ckilfrull, valiant for the Cauſe, 
as any other, it may be beyond any others, thinke you theſe would 
not be owned by the Army, when they ſhould be found ſuch? Or, 
{ſuppoſe in CMarriage, at the firſt the Parties marry, while not of 
-yeares of diſcretion, or to pleaſe Parents, or the like, yet after= 
-ward come to loye, and live in their Marriage-rclation accordi 
'to the'Word, thinkewe thele ſhal not be owned as :Husband an 
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The ltnity of the Saints with Chiiſh, 
fibly they who boaſt of their firſt joyning, are growne like Sardes; 
r0 have a name to be alive, and yet are dead, &c.- ſha] we thinke 
the Lord Jeſus wil not owne the other before themſelves ? yes 
doubtleſle, and ſo ſhould all his people ; give inc leave to adde one 


Ry 


- thing more; Thatthe notion of making the firſt gathering of peo- 


2. All who re- 


fute commu- 
nion with per— 
ſons crring in 


poinrs nor fun- 


dimentall., 


s 


ple into Church-fellowſhip, to be-the rule to direct us with whom 


we may joyne, or not joyne, this I ſay, may make us refuſe ſome. 
Churches, upon whom are apparently ſcene the Scriptare-Chara- 
Qters of a golden Candleſtick, and imbrace communion with 0+ 


thers, only upen a H#-2axe teſtimony or report; for in that Church 


above mentioned, I may fee a viſible profeſſion of ſoundnefle in faith, 
and holinefle there;in the other only me», only-we the firſ# were not 
orderly gathered,and the others were ; to conclude this branch, this 
principle of renourcng all Churches for want of a ſuppoſed orderly 
oatherigg, or for want of ſome ſuch defirable perfeicn,which them- 
telves injoy, is ſo dangerous and {chitmatical, that I feare-not to 
fay, that it is more lawfull to have a Church-ſtanding in the cor- 
rupteſt Church in the world, where ſalyation and life may be obtai- 
ned, by the doEtine held: out; and the way profeſt in that Church, 
though there ſhould be very mary frailties, and corruptions a- 
monolt them, then with that company, how holy ſoever it icemes to 


be, that will neceſſitate. ſuch as. joyne with them ; to renounce 


communion with all the reft of the Body of Jeſus. Chrift upcn 
earth, | ns = 

Thirdly,another principlc of Schiſm, and which I conceive to he 
of larger, and of farre greater extent,and may make a fairer plea for 
it{elfe, then any-yet named; is that, which ſhuts up many. teryants 

of Chriſt, thar-they cannot joyne, nor- afford Chrilitan communion 
unto. others for ſome particular erjours. found in their profeſſion of 
faith, or ſome frailtics found- in their converlation, I ſayt-yhat 


principle which makes the. Servayzts of Chriſt deny communian 


ju ut, then the Sc 
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xe oothing bur t 
Mn order, 


to them, to, whom Chriſt will :not deny communion, tp 1mterditf wy 


communion with them, with whom Chriſt doth not izterditZ come 
munion, :is a renting principle.. Conceive my meaning 4n a plaige 
compariſon. Supnoſe in a Corporation, there were ſome rules o1- 
yen bytheir Charter and p67 ge =p their, iofranchize- 
ment, - that whoſoeyer is ſo, and {o! qualified, ſhall be a Free-man.; 
if that Corporatian, or any number ſhall deny freedome to. any. fo 
qualified,or ſbal disfranchiſe avy for any offcnce,for wb the Cn 
. = WARCIC= 


- 


And eſptcially among t hemſelves. 

whereby they allftand, doth: not warrant them , they are gil ity of 

xending their-Charter', and they uſurpe a power not given them 

by their founder ; fo is it in the Church, let me ove a fey inſtan- 

ces ; Take the Churches in the Apcſtles time , ſome of them did 

he rule to dire& 6 2 thinke it utterly unlawfull to eat any meat that had been offered t0 

ſay va Wh an Idoll, ſome did thinke ll dayes were alike, ſome thought that To 

"ly ( J 'M : 6 rh was utterly unlawfull to eat any thing, but herbes,8c. Suppole now 

! "MR Sri that the number of thoſe, who held thete opinions. ſhould have gone 

Er "MW to thereft of the Church, and ſaid, Tow are 00 Lax in your priv- 

oe potty lot 1 ciples , wuleſſe you will renounce that carxall , ungodly libert), 

Me profeſſon ſole which you take,to eat in Fdols temples , or to eat meat, that hath 

y wen, only-wete py beene offered to an Idoll, & c. we profeſſe wo muſt renounce com- 

ere z to concludethub munion with you , they had beere Schitmaticks in doing fo. If on 

es for want of a fupndz the other ſide the Church had called them and ſaid , Tow by your 

h deſirable perſeicgkk ftrift opinions cut ſtort the liberty. ( briſk hah purchaſed for us 
(chilmatical, that 1k 


by hs blood, wnleſſe you lay aſide theſe conceits of yours, we caſt 


ye a Churct-ſtanwii .y90# ovt , thenthe Schilme had laine on their part ; becauſe the 
ere ſalyationacdliem | Charter of Chrillianity hath provided , that for theſe things the 
nd the way proketun people of God ſhould not rent one from another,but bear one with 


Rom. T4. 3 45, 
| 10,XC, 
ary feailties, dan — another, that thereby they might heale one-another. 


aphny, how hdyſoe. —Come a little nearer our own.times, Take the Reformed Churches, 

a joyre with thy, 25-n0W they ſtand , allthe Chuiches of France and Geneva,though 

of the- Body of Jul they bre ſound in their faith, yer oenera}ly they are againſt rhe 
2 *. givine inſtitution of the Lords diy: 

wr letidla - Goto Helvetiaamonglt the Swirzers,generally the Churches 

wh" there are againſt all. Diyine-right of any Church-government , and 

. require nothing but the helpe of the Magiſtrate ro keepe their 

. people in order. a 


Goe fromthem,if you willamong the Lzther avs, among them 


:j are many (as we judge) dangerous opinions , the Arminian points, 
M9 and befides them ,. Confubſtantiation, and the ubiquity of Chriſts 
T . body, andthelike. The like might. be: faid-in many particulars of 
the Swedes and Dares:all theſe Churches being (ound in the funda- 

. mentals,and owned: by Chrift,ought alſo ro owne one another;there - 
og indeed ſome dottrines,wherein if men orChurches be nor ſound, 
. the LordChriſt will have nothing to do-with them,or if a Churches 
worſhip be Idolatrous., the Lord Chriſt will not hold communion 


with them; but there are {ome errours in doctrines , and corruptions 


_ In converfation, for which (though an them not. } - he doth 
OS — 


nce 


The Unity of the Saints with (hrift, 
"fot reje them; apply this to our purpoſe. Ar this day the Soci- 
nians deny the Deity of the Lord Jelus Chriſt, the Deity of rhe 
Holy Ghoſt,the Trinity of Perſons, they deny that Jeſus Chriſt hath 
-merited, or ſatisfied for his people , theſe doQrines overthrow our 
Chrittianity, and we count the holders of theſe to have nothing with 
Chriſtians in common, but onely the name , therefore-we renounce 
them. | | 
The Papiſts alſo, befides ſome fundamental errours , as juſtifica- 
tion by the merit of our owne works, &c. are moſt abominably 
Idolatrous in their worſhip,and the.Lord therefore bids us come art 
from them ; but take all the reſt of the Churches of Chriſt in Eu- 
rope, and I humbly conceive that we ought , and muft owne them 
to be Churches of Chriſt ; and therefore when the Calviniſts , and 
the Lutherans had had many diſpures, to fee if they could ferch off 
one another from their principles,and could not do it,the Cal vinifts, 
even the holieſt,and learnedſt of them,ſuch as Calvin, Beza, Martyr, 
Zanchy,Urfin, Parews, have offered to owne them as brethren, as 
Churckes of Chriſt , and would haye been willing to heare them, to 
receive Sacraments with them, the rigid Lutherans refuſed it,and cry 
out.Prom communion with the Calvinifts,G ood Lord deliver mw: RET 
Now ſay I, the Schiſme was on the Lutherans part : ifthe Lutherans —W94ane2 nor 6 
had offered it, and the Calyiniſts had reje&ted it , the Schiſme had pint renounce 2 
laine on the Calyiniſts part. gincommunion 
Bring it yet nearer, many of theſe opinions 'are got in among us, li] have us beare 
eſpecial:y about free-will , Infant-baptiſme , formes of Church- kſuman have an 
ooyernment;8c. and we ſhould not refuſe communion with any of iluoraure it. he 
them (ſuppoſing their lives unblameabte.) If -they will hold com- — oi, ortill by 
munion with us; 1 ſay, if they will, for ordinarily erroneous perſons = Ulippy medicines; 
are proud, and muſt have all mens ſheaves bow downe totheirs,and = Wis hand or | 
will cloſe onely with teachers and companies according to their owne 
lutts , but it weina-ſpirit-of Chriſtian love would ' haye peace, 
and they refuſe it, then both the errour -and ſchiſme Jyeth at their 


doore. 


Firſt obj Rion Bur againſt all this,it may be,and is objeted:What a'fpeckled bird 
againſt ths Would you make a particularChurch?Suppoſe theChurch you ſhould 
third branch. be'an Officer unto, ſhould'be ſuch a medly,of ſome holding the mo- 
rality of the Lords day, ſome denying it , ſome for Infant-baptiſme, 
fome- condemning it, ſome liked the 'Presbyterian-goyerment, 

others-are forthe.Epiſcopal, others like a Congregational beter _ 

| C1LNET 


and eſpecially among themſetves.. 


either of them 3 ſome would have their children baptiſed,others-are 
I urterly againſt it, ſome of them Calviniſts, ſome Lutherans, to have 
"* 4a Church made up of alltheſe, would not this be a reproach to you 
| to beaPaſtor to fuch a flocke ?_ 
won To which I anfwer; what reproach would it be to me to be Pa- 
® For of ſucha Church,as Felus Chrift is a head of? If the Church 
of Chriſt, wherein his Spirit rules,to whom he is a head ; and which 
| ſhalbe ſaved, be made up of all theſe , whar reproach (if prejudice 
i didnotblinde mens eyes) could it be to any of us, to have ſuch 
mernbers to be members of our Congregations ? 
But doe you then intend a toleration f all thefe opinions? would -;; 
you have Lutherans, and Anti-fabbatarians, Anabaptiſts, and * mY 
others tolerated among us ? 


- T anſwer firſt , what the Magiſtrates office is about toleration, Anſw. 


or non-toleration, I have nothing to doe to mededle with at this 
am;ſuchus Calvin titne-z my doCtrine confnes me to fpeake onely of Church for- 
ered to ownethemu) bearance,and _ that account, 

1 


ye been willnowheani I anſwer, if by toleration, you meane an approbation of theſe, 


rigid Lutherans hk; God forbid , we muſt approye of no errour , we ſhould all ſecke to 
atvinifts Good Lal make one another imbrace every truth of Chriſt ; Bur if by tolera- 
© Lutherans pact: i tion you meane a not cutting them off, unlefle they lay downe their 


Qed te ELLOUrs and renounce them, that indeed I plead tor, we ſhould hold 
$hadrejeBted t,t Chriſtian communion with them, for Chit thus beares with them, 
@ opinions a6 tt and will have us beare one with another ; andas it is in our naturall 
bo Fn cenecd| - PO dy if a man have an ulcer in his hand. or his leg, ifordinary medi- 
4 IT: | mae cines will not cure it,he will wait till the ſtrength of nature worke out 
_- i they ll the humour, or till by the providence of God; he can light of fome 
ameable.) is __ happy medicines,then yethaye beene-propounded, but he wilt 
il, for os not cut his hand or his legoff, ſo long as it may be any wayes: 
ns ſhoves boy . uſefull to him; ſo is the caſe here. EE ” 
ends ©. tdly , Some will yerobject, indeed if you rieant to heart: gy; 
iſtinn with them for a while,tillthe rtach hath' beene fer before:them;thar' 275 3. 
| they have all meanes of convidtion; it-will be granted ; but ſuppoſe 3115 
 ,, all paines have beentaken, the truth hath been propowided:, they: 
f have been reaſoned with, and they fill hold the fame ,; then they. 
a hay be jtged inte and oconkembed, = 
Ks - I anfiver plaidy,fuitn as iris the inibmadhd oFany particutartruth, L,;,, 
* 2+ welds thar fiith is the git of Gods Shit ae baky we reizive 
x, hiſt for our Saviour, no wildome;, ' ot thetoricke of man can. ever 
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2 The {nity of the Saints with Chriſt, 
mal e 4 man receive the faith of any:one dotiine of Chiifſtianieye 
till Gods-Spirit icable him, and it is a far caſier mater to cog-plus « 
man in diſputing, then it is to clear bis.underſtanding,znd inable hin 
to receive a truth ; and when (uch pertons do afpeal to the'ſcarcher 
of hears e,thatit is meer want of light which hinders them from bein 
of one minde , our Chriſtian love (which-ever judgeth the beſt ) 
ſhould reſt ſatisfied, eſpecially when their lives are unblameable,we. 
mult not take upon us to be Lords of cheir faith; ard therefore after 
many diſputes and conferences between the difſerting Churches in 
Germany, When they were not able to difpute one; another 
out of their principles (as | before noted) the Calviniſts propounded 
to hold an amicable Chriſtian communion one with another; and if 
| jn a fair debating way they could afterward fatisfie ore another,well 
aud good, in.the meane time they would wait.cill Chriſt would give 
more light : and upon this account, the Calvinifis and Lutherars in 
Polonia doe at this day live in concord.,” both of them recainigs 
their opinlons. £ TE. 
 Andiin truth, we all profeſle to doe the fame toward them ;, for 1 
hardly know any amonglt us , but confefle the Helvecians , Luthe- 
rans,&c. are true Churches, notwithſtanding their errours : Now: 
(lay I) ſha}la company aflociated in ſuch , and ſuch opinions, bee 
_ counted a true Church ? and ſhall not a particular man, who holds 
the {ame points be counted a true viſible member ?. or ſhall we hold 
commurion with them in & cr22any and ſhall we deny it to our bre- 
thren in .Ezg/azd ? God forbid , that the exerciſe of our Chriſtian: 
charity » and communion ſhould vary, according as Regions vary. | 
 Tfwhole (burches be owned, becaute of their-faith and holinefle of 
life. (notwithKanding their errows )to be a true vifble Church, then. {-Goyerament 
042 max that hath thoſe errours , may goe for a true viſible Chri- Home ina Cong 
tian, becaule of his faith and holinefle. And in truth they who are the qqilnoto joyne it 
brethren. of gur elder brethren, are our brethren, will we,nill we,and jwurgrto be fur 
:..:» Wioduawtheme 
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Obie. 4. W {hall repent, zf we ule them not as brethren.;; .. | . ,;. : , 

Gal.5.12, - YFtagaine, Kyvillbeſaid, hut Pan! did wiſh tbe were allcut off (wp witheir dur 
Anſw. that troubled the Galatians. | - nr” 8 


Gal. 5.2» © T anſwer, 


. > + 


ks * 


But marke . who they were, they were thoſe, who 


brought ſuch a doGrine, thathe profeſtzifrhey imbraced ir, Chriſ®, ye 

-., > noni profit. thee nothing; they, who-would ſet up anew Chiift, (ih 

"Yi gry way ot. japarign, roleks polio by, their owne workes, wt rey BY 
ye _ —__ Re OE © han os 5 Ie ' Bur Vaio {t dar, 
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| ard efpecially among themſelves. 

- Buthftly, ſome may yet d.mand , and ſay, What if they, who 
hold ſuch-Opinions, joyne in communion with you, and in your 
communion make it their worke and practiſe, (for errour is very 
Pragmatical) to draw all the xeſt of your company irco theirerrours, 
and labour to infect all; yea, to pur all into flames of diviſion and 
confuſion, unlefle they can prevail.Shal we endure to ſee our brethren, 
and our people before our cyes drawne into errours, althovgh rhole 
errours, it may be, are not fundamentall2 | 

I anſwer ; Firſt, I know no great hurtfor men to be permitted 
modeſtly, and humbly to debate among their Brethren the things 
wherein they differ ; Bur, | 

Secondly, I anſwer 3 If men, who hold differing opinions in thefe 
keſſer points, can neither be content to follow Paxls counſell, ro 
have their faith,in theſe,tothemſelves before God, nor modeſtly 
propound their arguments, and orounds, and fo be quiet, bur mutt 
make it their worke to draw ( it may be ) weake ones, into doubt=- 
full Diſputations, and thereby take them off from the tudy and 
proſecution of more weighty things 3 I can be no Adyocate for ſuch 
people, if they judge the ſpreading of their opinions to be ſuch. a 
duty) that they take themſelyes bound in Conſcience, to doe all that 
is poſſible, to draw all others into them: I know no remedy, but 
ſuch people mult be contented to with-draw, and joyne with ſuch 
Churches, where their opinions are received ; for it cannot be con=- 
JeRured that in any Sociery, of any nature,men will be quietly tole- 
rated, who ſhall profefledly be boutefues, and kindle-fires, to di- 
turbe their peace, and alwayes putting theminto flames,” — 

Suppoſe aman were of Eraſt#s his opinion, that there is no 
Church-Goverament by Chrifts appointment , and yet withall 
ſhould joyne in a Conere po_ or Presbyterian way, and they 
alſo willing to joyne ia Church-fellowſhip with him, as knowing 
his errour not to be fundamentall, if this man will now make ir his 


Rom. 14.22, 


_ - Suppole in any Corporation, where a Court of Aldermen, or 


Common: counſel ſhould be Judges, if the major part judge any 
Cauſe before them, and the reſidue, who judge otherwiſe, wil not be 
content to ſit downe, but. -þe _ quarcelling, and alumniating 
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The Hlnity of the Saints with Chriff, 
thereft, charging chem. to be erroneous, or unrighteous Judges, 
Juch unquiet and turbulent carriage over-throwes. all, and is not 
compatible with Humane Society. E 
| Beloved, T beſecch you pardon me, that I have been ſo long up= 
on this third Branch, for I confeſle, it is deeply ferled upon my (pi-. 
rit, that were this rule received, it would have a great influence up=- 
on the-healing of our diyifions 3 I know indeed, that: many learned 


ra = ; wo 
and holy men thinke otherwiſe, and doe conceive,that their zeale for 


Chriſts truth muſt not ſuffer them thus. far to tolerate them;who hold: 


errours. derogatory to the truth. of Chriſt;but I humbly conceive that 
zeal forChriſts truth ſhould neyer uſe other-means to preſeryeChriſts 
truth.then Chriſt himſelfe hath appointed ; zeale:to preſerve Jultice, 
and Righteouſneſic, and to puniſh. diſorders in a- Common-wealth 
1s very commendable, bur yer that zeale would not be- commenda= 
ble in a Magiſtrate, who ſhould hang up a man for ſuch a fauk, for 
which the Law.hath only appointed. the Houſe of Corre&ion, or 
Whipping-poſt. Let us. confine our ſelves to-Chrifts. rules, and 
then let our zeale burne, as hot asmay be. 


Fourth'y, There is yet one-ſort-more and they areſuch,whoſe'prin=- 


ciples carry them to (Eparatefrom particularChurches forlight cauſes; 


ſuppoſe ſome defeRts, or ſome mtſearriages'in their Church-governs . 


. | : ? O ; ] : 
ment, it may be,ſome too-great-connivence at unworthy -or ſcandalous 


 perſons,or it may.be,ſome defeRs, or-miſcarriages in their publicke 


O 


adminiſtrations, I ſay, the renting off,” and departing from particus . 
lar Churches for ſuch cauſes, as theſe, wil be found:to be but Schiſme, 
to ſeparate from Churches, from-which'Chrift -doth-not ſeparate, is 


ſchiſmarical ; nowit is-deare inthe Scriprare, Chriſt Jeſus owneth 
"Churches, who are defeRive' in:many things, and. if, /as T ſaid before; 


Churches ſhould beare with'panticufar perſons in-their errours, cer=.. 
rainly particular perſons ſhould beare'with Churches ; and therefore | 
when a Churches faith is ſound for the ſabſtances. and their worſhip - 
Goſpel-worſhip, though their (5overnmentbe nor- perfe&-, and. 
other defets found among ther,- we.mult not heparates” andſepa- 


ration from thera is the more-unjuſt, if that- Church be iſceking for 
If 


O 


from one Chirrch to another, for greater edification, whichis without 


condemning:that Church, they flit. from : but ſeparation from itrue 


Churchfor-want of ſome defitible-perfeRion, is a fruit of this bit-" 


tex root of Schiſme, becauſe it rents where Chriſt rems-not ; for if 
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oht, and willing to .be iaformed ; I grant, there may be flitting. 
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36 T he iinity of the 8 aints with Chriſs, 
juſtifie them, yet named they mult be, for they are as miſchieyous;. 
as the others. . 
x As ſelf-lovers ' Firſt, therefore all ſelfe-loyers, and ſelfe-ſeekers, with whom all 
and ſclt-ſce- hers in their affeRtions and ſpirits are regarded, onely, asthey can 
kerb. make uſe of themz we know,that if the members. of the body were. 
thus affected, the whole body would ſoone periſh. Private. 
wealths-men., are neyer good Commonyealths-men ; Pax! ex- 
horted the Saints zot to looks wpon our owne things., but every 
wan onthe things of others, elſe it is impoſſible, but we muſt di-. 
vide from them, as onr private intereſt leads us « this ſelfe-ſecking. 
Plutareh. ruined and overthrew Carthage , and the other, of ſeeking the: 
publicke weale , built up Rowe, and fo is itin our great , and; 
ſpiritual Commonwealth. : 
Secondly, All proud, infolent, arrogant, high-minded men,who 
muſt haye rule, and beare (way,where eyer they. come, or who uſe _= 
to deſpiſe and: contemne others , 1. have no need of thee , full of. 2 wilnldiide | 
themſelves, and fleighting of others : This. ſpirit of pride is a cur- nednwity, - 
ſed roox bringing forth hereſie, ſchilme, contention , and every evill [harthslraccordin 
| worke. The fir{t rent which ever was in Gods family,was the pride euls,adi part the 
of the Angels , and ever fince it hath borne the like fruit ; examples. wnaſette Church © 
are innumerable, Cam, Eſau, Corah,Dathan,&c. =_ this day: 
T hirdly, A3l quarrelſome,railing,froward ſpirits,who upon every: Ian wealllame 
_m_ diſſent from them in any opinions c in —_ of conretiitinn, Rf m;That we all [al 
ſpirits, into railing languaye , branding others with odious terms , ſeeking, v, Taweall hn 
ro make them infamous and hatefull : railing neyer cures errour, or. ER {ad, but our 
 infirmity , bur keeps diviſion open , and makes the breach wider; . 
truth and love joyned together may worke gpeat things, Eur truth agd. 
bitternefle can doe little, 
3 Buſe-bodjes | Fourthly, and ſoare all buſie bodies., who muſt have an oare is. 
every mans boat, who cannot be.content to keepe within their owne. 
calling, bur as the Apotle expreſleth their nature in this Text, are 
wa: 3 ſe, or thinke more highly of-themlelves, then they ought to.think;; 
3 Pcer.4.15, All theſe polypragmarticall ſpirits, which delight to be Biſhops in all 
| mens.diocefles,are dangerous perſons, nothing more divides or rends, 
the body, then when the. members. keepe not to their owne. 
worke. ns 
_ . And fifthly,aallfatious people, who,where everthey.come will be 
3 All aQtious making parties, (though it may be) they draw them not into a new. 
_ Church, yer divide into. ſeverall parties, ſome for Pans , and _ 
OL. 


Phil. 2.4. 


' 2 Proud and 
high-minded 
ſpirits, 


4 


n > 4 * IF 
a 9 RR 
4 a7 4 
wa a+ 
= 


© 1 78 
#77. a 
, . . <: . 
7 9 f dte 

ſ iy "A ; 

' y 6. 

ih, E . tl ao ; 

: : 
"IG 


J they ace | 
My een 
l ſeek . Ry for A and i 
—_ | and 'efpeci 
reguced, doen res hem c nl ir ee among themſelv 
members of bly Paul of em bod r another,and "qa 
vanes! x perf 'h mans pom my ih ines of ſuch CIT oOwne bell; ut tO mak : 4 | 
WSimey s the 4s 7, ar ke t CS ? T__ of _ ; c them=» L - © 
Be, y , Ww | | ; 3 th | 
which you hev uſe o Fre 4 = i carnall men 
e learmne d pep Mews, c the R " | 
: Avoid eh ontr ary t 
» for hs x Cor.12: 
” Ro Ip 
16-17» 


ba bell 
ad ws : th Wow es. AV 
telyy ſuch,as 9 chey,who 
ot, we would b hs reve and ls Coheies 
nt, hi gu "0 09 CUre it age with a dif: diviſions carty them 
ever oht-minded ... ſeland _ c o delight i iteaſe,ſo be ,who nor =—_— foment a d 
"ay they.come, heenſihee: ederacy,a CR to ar With, as y bear Sith che- 6 Allwho 
4 : n dof mm had diet - ge - om thereby omakechemthe lance it, ho 5 oe. 7 the 
Mb prof pil helpe to rs,all oben dey gp arden thiem 1 men of thei ek EE | 
contention io bi ſerve din rend an dd ome "200 others who in their By r CoUN=- ſmaticks. 
1 Gods Gm a I ha Unty. vide that ys principl are weak,to 4 expoſe 
Ine the like why true pes” thus. far, 2” Y po ions as "200 incline to 
| rd ſrirts mho , Qacle,as . ethe yl. nr he inſtrum! akneſle,diſ oy” 
-_ CE Tenn. 
vith odious tems, nate eqabany ee vinahies _ OO In == 
ilino ney ens Firſt y,T hat ament this, aines but e ſuch a s, which 
O never curesemit : - Th we all labou is, and- onely th ruefull ft 
; makes the j ONS, are art we all ir to h Mourne ' : ele two t . pe- 
ke oreat thi ek - vn ades; go” 5 but I . } eg Lo e 53 it .. hings by 
; o_ arts » Qt Pu ivided ; e O Exh 
F keepe makin 1% It cot Id carry all bef arch ſuch a wh were = F -———— 
elr Nature in this 4.0 — {word —_ to mour fore them:A follow the t r upon our 
: ,then they lei gn wy confi Pie L every TR we nn Go ruth in love; © 
delight tobe Bp ; dir "ok ow-preci an,and eye uld be,as f would reach 
a dnideth. ©9972 ETD” peace of th gainſt us _ 
keepe got 10 WF to.n _— asB ivifions thenour 1 the Church Beloved, 
pot t0 ue .maKe us abel,a di areto } r lives;we li urch -of Chri : 
ro make us on and pr ws ret Jeſus Ohrllmakin "ET. 
expoſe hi prayed to hi and co iſt;making hi ider how 
s bo oh confuſed he: nh | 
£ is Fat| edh o his Je 
ly to be ther that eap;wh ruſa- 
a {corn at we mi 5 WON he d 
and reproach ight be _ yed 
1% VC (: e, WCC. 
ry ad. We 
Epheſ.1.to-. 


here exerthey 
rdeauthew 8 
Come fo Zach: 9 
I _—_ = 
Flea- 


ie; 7a 
Hinge, by t 5/oat 
bs are [ uch \ſerve = 
our Lord } 
eſus Chriſt 
bl but th PE 
_—_—————— 


' the oth 
L fo wood 


; af. upon our _ OW ple 
_ OO ar ; £2 alin O FO 

>, while 26. a divifions A | 

ze thus furiouſly buſ Satan, wh 
ie our b O preval 

ni eads ; ailes loh 
5 nor how MOvSL. . 


"58 The lnity of the Saints with (Chriſt, 
' pleaſing they are tO our common enemies , who,no doubt, doe hs 
cretly foment them , that thereby they may deflroy-us, and pet the * 
rule over us ; our diviſions and ſub-divihons are. ſtrong, weapons | aus 
in their hands == us.. Little doe wee lay to- heart theſe $691 


and burbl beſeech you., Jr theſe things be tous fora amena= VF w 


fl ay 0 
Exhort. 2. And ſecondly , labour to heale them ; Beloyed,, it. muſt bee , angie Þ 
To endeavour done,Chriſt will haye it done, he will compell us to.it, he will beat os 
*£0 cure them. ys into one., or he will beat vs, till we. are none ;. he-will not beare gun 
long, if we remaine as we are,and therefore let all.Gods people firſt $1 
1 Pray for it. pray earneſtly for it, Oh pray for the peace of: Feru/alem , intreat 
the Prince of peace , and the Spirit of peace to grant-us peace, to 
heale our diviſtons , to raiſe up healing infiruments , make it our 
ſupplication every day,that our Lord, the good Samaritan , «yould- 
poure in oyle and wine, and binde up theſe our wofull rents, he, and 
he alone can doe it. I read, that when the diviſions in Germany, 
about matters of Religion, were extream hot and fierce , the Em- 
'perour,Charles the fitth,made a decree,called theImterimthat there 
ſhould be common and publicke peace in Germany , and none to 
make war upon other for the caule of Religion , but that Chriſti- 
an amity ſhould be practiſed by all untill a free and general Councel 
ſhould be called : Oh pray to Chrift for ſuch an /»terim, thatwe — ail Cifferen 
might not quarrel, but live in love, #»t:{ himſelfe reyeale ſuch li oht, uapthime, t 
as. will make his people all of one minde ; Char/es made the De= wiinhch a brat 
cree, but could not gtye the heart; our Lord cangive the Decree and+ tRiCad prefſech 
_ the heart alſo. Follow him with this Suite, | | anal therewnto i 
And ſecondly , let us not onely pray , but let us labour to- pro= j 
mote it, and let us to this end examine our owne principles, and Jet 
us count no principle , no affeRion , no diſpoſition of ſpirit worth 
the keeping, which will not. let us be one with them, with whom 
Chriſt is one; andlet us beleeye,that while we are in this world, wee 
{hall all ofus know in part, and bucin part, beleeye in part, and bur 
in part, let us never expe to finde in this life , all who apree in fun- 
damental truths, ro agree in all other truths ; and let us be- 
leeve, that though eyery truth of Chriſt be precious, and worthy to 
be contended for , yet eyerytruth is. not neceſlary to falyation , nor 
-accclſary to be fougd inal, with whom we ought to hold and xe 
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«1d eſpecially among themſelves. 


ciſe Chriftian communion 3 many meats, which are wholſome, yet- 
cannot be reliſhed by all, with whom we may+firar the ſame table, 
while we are here, we fhall often ſee cauſe to differ in our indge- 
2ext about many precious truths , bur we ſhall never ſee cauſe to 
differ in affetioz from thoſe, whom Jeſus Chriſt loyeth, Cer- 
tainly, I may loye,where Chriſt loves, and I may jmbrace, where 
Chriſt imbraceth, and I may not interdi&, where Chriſt doth not 
mterdict., and-we may and ought to be of one heart with them, 
with whom we cannot be of one minde in all things ; the time is 
coming,when we ſhall be of one 92i7de. Luther and Calvin are of 
one minde in heayen, while their diſciples wrangle on carth:at which | 
day he will appeare with more comfort, who beares and forbeares 
with his weake and erring brethren, then he is like to doe,that /oves 

ot his brother; ſure 1 am,this is Pauls counſel, who faid, Whereto Pha 
wee have attained, let us minde the ſame things, and if any be 
otherwiſe minded, the Lord will reveale it to hims in his due 
time.. And therefore I conclude this Uſe with that ſpeech of the 
Apoſtle, eAbove all, put on love that «s the band of per- 
feRtion., and let the peace of God rule in your hearts; I meane 
that peace the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is. the Authoyr of , let that 
rule in your hearts ; the Greeke word fignifies ,. let it be as the 
Officer the Greekes had in their folemne Games , who de-- 
termined and quieted all cifferences, in all Nrifes and contentions, 
to whom. hee cave the Palme, that quieted all the ret; So ler. 
the peace of God bee ſuch a brabextes , let it rule in our hearts. 
And the Spirit of God prefleth it there upen this very ground, 
becauſe we are called thereunto inone bidy. 

Wee are brethren, letus not ſtrive , or if wee doe contend, let 
us contend who ſhall bee moſt holy , who ſhall love moſt , who 
ſhall beare moſt one with another ,. till that blefled day come, 
when Chriſts light ſhall ſhine ſo perfe&ly upon us, that wee ſhall 
bee all of one minde, and: one heart in all thinos.. 
Thus much for the firſt grear guty , That Saints are all one 
body, therefore there ſhould bee no Tehiſme, no divifans Among 
them. 

The ſecond is, That all the members ſhould have the like ſe 2: 
are one of another ;_ that is, they ſhould not onely /ove one The members 


_ : to have the like 
another, and fludy to bee. at. peace. one with another , but 2) En 
MLDUC: nother. 
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The Unity -of the Saints with Chriſt, 
ſhould all hmpathize one with another, if one be honoured, 
all ſbould yejoyce , if one ſuffer , all the reſt ſhould mourne , yea, 
they ſhould all account themſelyes, butas Stewards for the good of 
all , and expreſle this in uſing all their talents for the good of the 
ſoules of all, and the bodies of all , each within the compaſſle of his 
owne calling , and eſpecially in the particular Church, where the 
Lord hath ſet them ; Theſe things are of great concernment, and for 
daily uſe , and therefore moſt worth the handling ; But I fuſpe&T 
have : already preſumed upon your patience. 2 = 

Confder what 1 have (aid, and the Lord give you un- 
derſtanding in all things. 


